~morrow.

MARKET PLACE,
MILL STREET,

what you want to-morrow.

BIDEFORD.

Telephone No. 28.
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BIDEFORD BAY
WRECK.

MORE BODIES RECOVERED.

s

OPENING OF INQUEST.

TIHE, WATCHING  OF  THE

COAST.

Among the mariners at Appledore great
indignation is expressed at the fact that the
signals of the Thistlemor were not carly ob
served, and it is strongly urged that a look ot
should be  maintained  at  Look-Out-Hill,
Appledore, from which position there 15 an
uninterrupted view of the Bay from Baggy
Point to Hartland. Among the wreckage
washed in on Sunday was a number of used
rockets.

According to the " Daly 1 elegraph " the
Thistlemor was insured for €15,000,

On Saturday, Mr. Yeo, who was Captain of
the “ Thistlemor "™ until the last voyage,
came to North Devon from Exeter. On
arrival at Bideford he was immediately con
ducted 1o Northam by P.S. Newbery, for
the purpose of identifying the bodies recovered.

Mr. J. T. Stephenson, chief engineer ;I

\ Clark (seaman), George Turner (firemanj, and

Minto (the apprentice), who are among the
survivors, on Sunday night arnived at Bide
ford to identily the bodies.

It was reported that two more hodics were
recovered yesterday affernoon, making, with
the Captamsal Braunton, thirteen altogether.
Captain Anderson was in full uniform, and had
a cork jacket outside his oilskins. Beswdes
his binoculars he had on him a gold medal
presented  him by the National  Lifcboat
Institution for bravery, and a presentation
watch.

The funeral of five of the deceased takes
place at Northam at 11-30 this morning, and
some of the bereaved relatives arrived yester-
day in order to be present.

_THE INQUEST.

QUESTION OF THE LOOK-OUT.
S #Z

SCATHING CRITICISMS.

CAUSE OF THE DISASTER.

In the Working Men's Club, Northam, yester-
day afternoon, the mquest was opened by Mr.
G.W. I, Brown, and a jury, of which Mr. 5.
Fulford, c.c., was chosed foreman, .on the
bgdies of James Foster and nine other men
lying dead in the Northam mortuary. The
owners of the Thistlemor were represented
by Mr. Ivor Downing (Downing and Han-
cock, Carditf), with whom was Mr. W. Wawn,
(superintendent of the Albyn line), and there
were also officially present Mr. C. R. L. Powell
(Groves-Cooper, ~ Stapledon  and — Powell),
Lloyd's agent at Bideford : Mr. 1. Pengelly
(Captain of the Clovelly Lifeboat), Mr. Par-
sons, (the chief boatman in charge al West-
ward Ho! Coastguard Station), Mr. W. ‘T,
Charlewood (of the Local Committee of the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution), the
Vicar of’ Northam, the Rev. Preb. Dimond-
Churchward, and Sergt. Newberry and P.C.'s
Rice, Wright, Perring and Merchant, of the
Devon Constabulary.

The Coroner's Opening.

. | the circumstances of
v » Y.

The CoroNER, addressing the jury, before
| they procéeded to view the bodies, reviewed
the wreck as set out in
rhie

emdemrbnnd thn it

oot the boat out, but a big hole was stove in
the boat, and he thought that frightened the
poor fellows who -were now drowned.
He nailed his old trousers over the hole, for
he decided that was fhe safest boat, notwith-
standing the hole. Then the final order came,
the Captain coming along saying ‘“Another
ventilator has gone; get into your boats.”
Fifteen, he believed, got into the boat he was
m. They were not in long, for the boat upset,
and out of the fifteen only eleven got back
on the keel.  So they kept on, being washed
off the keel, and getting back again if they
could, until the Arndale came down on them.
and he supposed the boat struck right against
the ladder. He was too far gone himself to
notice how the rest got on. Ten of them
were  taken on the Arndale, but one
man died.

The Coronet asked : Could you see Lundy
Light clearly before you left the vessel ?

Witness - I could see lights, but not being
the navigating officer, 1 don’t know what they
weTe.

Mr, Wawn gave evidence as to the vessel
heing of the very highest class at Lloyds, and
an especially fine vessel of her type. No pains
nor expense were spared cither n her con-
struction or her upkeep.

In reply to the jury witness said it was
thought the vessel filled becanse of the damage
io the ventilator.  The entry of the water and
the ship rolling would compress the air in
the hold and blow the hatches otf.

Westward Ho ! Coastguards saw Nothing.

Chief Boatman Parsons, in charge of the
Coastguard Station at Westward Ho! gave
the details of the watch kept all Thursday
night and Friday morning, but said the men
who kept the watch were not preseni,  as it
was only himself who was ordered to attend.
No report was made by those on watch at his
station of any vessel bemg scen in distress.
It was their duty to call him outf they saw
anything cven suspicions.  Witness further
explained that the watch was kept at the wall
close to the station, as it was not safe for the
men to patrol the cliffs during the night.

Mr. Barker Bennett (a juror): Why not
safe 7 - It is the commander's orders to re
+main at the wall

Can you see a boat seven mules off trom
there 7 —We are very low down.

In other words you arc in a place from which
it is impossible to see 7 That is not for me to
say.

I want your opinion # [ am of opinion
there could be a better look-out kept if these
was a look-out house built on the hill some-
where. - (Hear, hear). We are so low down
we are al at sea level.

Former Captain’s Evidence.

Capt. Yeo, Captain of the Thistlemor on her
previous voyage, said she was a good boat
and he had had her in the heaviest gales that
ever blew withont an accident. This was
an exceptional case altogether. If the venti-
Jator went withont being noticed, a lot of
water might have got in before they com-
menced to pump it out.  He had had a vent
lator washed away belore, but never a ventl
Jator flange.

The Lifeboat Service.

CaptsT. Pengelly, cox of the Clovelly hife-
hoat, in reply to the Coroner, said the lifeboat
Institution did not keep @ look-out, but he
understood the coast guard was sapposed 1o
communicate with him.  He got no communi-
cation from the coastguard on Friday mom
ing., and il a iook-out had heen kept e should
have thought that these flares and rockets
ought to have been observed.  His first inti
mation was al 6-20 from a fisherman, Frank
Badcock. Mr. Moss, of the Red Lion, also
told him he had seen a flare. Within ten min-
utes or a quarter of an hour of the call the
lifeboat was in the water. That would be
about 6-35. After going three miles they
saw a large flare, and he remarked, ' Thank
God ! there is the object we are going for.”
Then they found the Arndale, which they
thought was the vessel in distress. The
Captain of the Arndale told him there was a

man in the water, but unfortunately did not
=Y % = Thaee avnicad

He

he only saw nine or ten get back on it.
The'

did not see the—Tcook afterwards.
cook had been in the boat.

Witness said he knew the cook had a lifc-
belt because he was standing beside him on
the ship. Witness had a cigar he was trying
to light, and the Cook said ** you don't know
what danger you are in, young man.”

Owner’s Sympathy.

After formal evidence had been given by
P.C. Rice,

Mr. Ivor Downing said the owners expressed
their deepest sympathy with the relatives of
the victims, and he had also received instruc-
tions from Lord Joicey, the Chairman of the
Albyn line, to express personally his sincerc
and deepest regref and sympathy. He was
sure the owners would wish him to thank
the members of the crew of the lifeboat who
went to the assistance of the Thistlemor.
Although they did not succced in rescuing
any lives, he was sure they did everything
they possibly could.

Coroner’s Scathing Comment.

In summing up, the Coroner, said here they
had a case of signals of distress practically
from midnight to daylight within sight of
land, and it did seem a terrible thing that
with help ready to be willingly given by men
who had helped before, yet  the signals were
not seen in time to be of any service. The
lifeboatmen were relying on the Coastguard
for information, but that information ncver
came. How if anyone was on the look-out
that night, he coyld escape seeing one or more
of those signals®he could not understand.—
(Hear, hear). Time after time they were
having these occurrences and inquests, and
last year they had a Board of Trade inquiry,
but still the same state of affairs went on,

He  thought the owners of the Arndale
should be informed of the  great
service rendered by that vessel

and the wonderful way they had heard she

was handled in the terrible sea that was run-

ning that morning. But while cverything

clse appeared to have been done, they had'the
one terrible black spot of the signals not being

scen officially from the shore. Whether the

coastguards were looking for smugglers he

did not know ; that was the answer he got,

that it was not” part of their duty to watch

the coast, but to Jook for smugglers, but he.
thought they could be better employed. He

did not think a smuggler would go out a night

like Thursday for a few shillnigs worth of

brandy. It was not the men but the system

under which they had to follow out an absurd

regulation. They had had Board of Trade

inquiries——-the matter was gone into very
exhaustively last time-—but they had proved
perfectly useless, and they had had jury’s
representations, and the member of Parlia-

ment had drawn attention to the matter,

but all to no purpose, and he supposed noth-

ing would be done until some Board of Tradc

official had been drowned.

Verdict and Rider.

The Foreman said the verdicl of the jury
was  Found drowned,” Tt was the old tale
over again. They were fully aware of the
fact that there was neglect in some quarter
in the keeping of the look-out in the Bay in
rough weather, and the jury agreed with him
that a further representation should be made
to the Board of Trade. It was not only
strangers passing up and down who were
aHected but theic own little craft in the Bay as
welly and they knew that when the Frenchman
came in scarcely any person saw her and yet
she burned flares for several hours.  The time
had come when they should make a further
representation that there was not a sufficicnt
look-out in boistcrous weather, and that if
there had been this dreadful case would not
{1?%‘ been attended with such terrible loss of
ife.

Mr. Fulford expressed the sympathy of the
district with the relatives. The inhabitants
had shewn the utmost kindness and the dead
would be buried with respect. He referred
especially in terms of praise to the assistance
rendered by the police, and to the help given
by an old sailor, Littlejohns.
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by the time he returned the flare had been seen
Dy onvilians and the alarm raised.

COXSWAIN'S STORY.
At this stage the story mayv well be taken

on the words of Capt. Pengilly, who accorded
a ' Bideford Gazette " representative an
mterview,

“We launched the boat,” Capt. Pengelly
said, “*in the teeth of a heavy nort-north-
west gale, with heavy scas running, and
strugghing out two or three miles we saw a
large flare, and as the daylight came, ob-
served a large steamer, about seven miles
from Glovelly, which we thought had broken
down. In the teeth of the gale we reached
the steamer, which turned out to be the
Arndale, and spoke “her, asking the captain
it he was going to leave. He rephed ¢ No,
that his ship was all right, “ but said there was
a man m the water on the port bow. There
was a smashed life-boat alongside the steamer,
and T heard the captain say through his mega-
phone *We have no other-boat to go.” We
immediately searched around in the direction
indicated by the steamer’s captain, and found
several spieces of wreckage, whilst the o1l on
the water and the blackening of the sea by

coal showed that a vessel st have gone
down. After  cruising  about  for two
hours, but  without fimding  any  sign
of life or of any hodies, we returned to
Clovelly, experiencing  terrible  seas  which

filled the Iifeboat time after time.”’

BOILERS BLOW UD.

Those in the lifeboat could carry the story
nos further, except to speak m the highest
terms of the Fleanor Roget, whilst saying
little of their own exertions and hardships,
but on shore more of the nature of the cat

astrophe was seen, Alter ®the lifeboat r;xs
launched it was seen that there were fwo
steamers in the bay, ont of which was in

evident distress, Iabourimg heavily in the gale,

and apparently  nnmanageable.  She  was
burning flares, and the other steamer  the
Arndale - appeared to be standing by, Snd

denly there was a heavier squall than the rest,
a brilhant flash as of the boilers blowing up,
and when the squall cleared ane vessel only
was seen.  The lifeboat then had not long
been launched) and the men from then much
lower position in the boat could not see what
had happened, and not knowing there were
two steamers in sight did not realize that
one had foundered until they were among
the wreckage.
LOCAL THEORILS.

The theory advanced amongsw the local
fishermen was that the distress symals of the
Thistlemor were first seen by the Arndale,
which bore down and possibly took off some
of the crew, one man going overboard as re-
ported to the lifeboat coxswain. If that were so
it 1s probable that the Captain of the Arndale
thought that cverything possible had been
done, and did not know that at that very
time therec was another of the Thistlemor's
boats at sea, in which some members of the
crew were making vain endeavours to reach
Westward Ho ! .

Nor was this known at Clovelly until the
report was reccived of the inding of bodies on
Northam Burrows, and then it was clear that
an attempt had been made by at least dne
boat's crew to reach the shore: so that the
probahility 1s that the vessel had been in
ditheulties for some time, and that a good
nany more flarts were burnt than were seen
[rom Clovelly.

ARNDILE PUTS BACK,

Lator mquirics show thot the Aindale was
bound for Montevideo, and left Newport on
Thursday morning. The fact that after she
spoke the Clovelly lifeboat she steamed up
Channel indicated, it was hoped, that she had
some of the crew of the Thistlemor on board,
and was steaming back to land them. She
was watched from Clovelly rounding Morte
,2oint and going through the very heavy seas
a s if there was nothing amiss, so there did
n ot appear to be any other reason why she
sh oulid not have gone down Channel. Anxiety
wz s felt at Clovelly, as well as all along the
No rth Devon coast, as to the actual extent
of ‘he disaster, but it was difficult, with the
hea vy seas running, for the captain of the
Arn dale to inform  the lifeboat coxswain
sanorct fully.  As it was, the conversation had
10 bes carried on by megaphone, and a heavy
sea «sompletely smashed the lifeboat's in-
strum ent.

| some way in over the Bar by Greysand Hill.
. This man was cvidently an able seaman.
| The body was lying face downwards on the
"sand close to high water mark. The general
opmion expressed was that the unfortunate
sailor must have swdm’ a considerable dis-
tance or he could never have got so far up the
estuary of the river. He was fully attired in

oilskins with sea boots and southwester.

LATE CAPTAIN'S PROVIDENTIAL

. ESCAPE.

The Thistlemor is a vessel of 2,579 ton$
nett register, and 7,200 tons dead weight.
She was built three and a half vears ago at
Stockton, and was a siﬁle screw passenger
and cargo boat. .

Captain S, J. Yeo, of Carlton Villas, Queen's
Road, St. Thomas, Exeter, who has been with
the Albyn line, Ltd., for the last eight years,
and is commodore-captain®of the fleet, was
scen by a representative of the ' Exeter
Gazette” on Friday night. Inthe course of con-
versation, he said he was in command of the
Thistlemor up till last eek. He had pre-
viously commanded the Thistledhu, which was
the first big vessel built by this line.  Four
years ago he left that vessel to superintend
the building of the Thistlemor, and afterwards
took command of her.

She returned from New York to Liverpool
a fortmght ago, and at his request Captain
Yeo was given leave of absence for one journey
which Jasts about six months.  His place was
taken by Captain J. W. Anderson, who was
his chief officer. i

The Thistlemor 1s engaged in the Australian
trade, and. left Liverpool for Cardiff, where
she took in a general cargo, and cast off on
Thursday morning for Capetown, cn route
for Australia.

She carned & crew of 31 hands, including
four officers, of which Mr. Foster was the
chief, and four engigeers, of which Mr. J. T.
Stephenson was chief, and Mr. Foster second
engineer, the former having sailed with Capt.
Yeo for eight years. .

The following extract
pool Journal of Commerce ” has melan-
choly interest, under the circumstances :
“ It as pleasant to have an opportunity of
extending congratulations to Capt. J. W,
Anderson, who has just been promoted trom
chiet oifhcer to command the <teamer Thistle-
mor, belonging to Messrs, Ellan, Black and
Co., of Sunderland.  This steamer, of which
Capt. Anderson has been chief officer for the
past three years, is now in Liverpool, and is
saihng to Cardaff to pick up a cargo,of general
goods, and from - there to Capetown and
Aunstraba.  Capt. Anderson is a gentleman
who has devoted much time and encrgy to
the attairs of Ius profession. e has iml)
Irhed several works, tor which there 15 a
wide circulation, and which, from tne lucid
and concise way n which they are written,
“offer very handy means of reference for mem-
bers of the nautical profession in case of
dpubt or dithcnlty in connection with the
responsible husiness in which they are en-
gaged,

Capt. Anderson, previows ta joining the
Thistlemor, was the head nautical teacher
at the Marine School ai South Shitlds, where
he did a great deal of work in teaching the
young idea how to shoot and in preparing
candidates for the Board of Trade certif-
cates  which they aspired to  obtain,

“ It is hoped that his first voyage in com-
muad of the Thstleor will be a successful
and prosperous one, and that he ‘may meet
with & continuance in future of the success
which hos attended lam in the past. Captain
Anderson s an agent and a keen supporter of
the Imperial Maritime Service Guild, having
largely assisted that body in the work in which
it is engaged in protecting and promoting
the interests of the nautical profession at
large.”

. Captain Anderson, who is about 44 vyears
of age, leaves a widow and four children.

from the ** Liver

i

SAFETY OF THE “ ARNDALE."

‘’TIS AN ILL . WIND.”

Officer’s Injury results in l‘{lne ;‘Thhtlemor”
Sailors Being Baved.

Only ninc of the crew. of thirty-one be-
longing to the Thistlemor have apparently
been saved. They were landed on Friday
at Barry by the Whitby steamer Arndale.

-ty

“LIKE A STRAW
WAVES.”
Thomas Brough told a sorrowful tale.
Asked how it occurred, he exclaimed : “Good
Lord, sir, I do not know. I was down below
at the time. We were called to deck and
ordered to put on our lifebelts. When I got
above huge seas were washing over the vessel,
and it was quite evident that she was quickly
foundering. A number of firemen, including
mysgelf, got into a small boat, but we had
scarcely left the vessel before we were like
a straw upon the waves. We capsized, and
were all thrown into the water.  Fortunately
however, the Arndale, which had been fol-
lowing us, managed to rescue us. The man
who was drowned—George Woodburn—was
my mate. I do'not know exactly how he
got drowned. I think he must have had
cramp and was knocked against the side of
the Arndale. Some of the men had actually
got hold of the rope when they disappeared.
We had only been out of Liverpool, where we
signed on, thirty hours, and had hardly
shaken down together when the disaster
occurred. We were bound for the Cape,
after which we intended going to Australia.”
. The New Zealand man, Clarke, said it was
just breaking day when the Thistlemor
began to founder. The seas were terrific.
“ 1 have only been to sca five years,” he said,
“bat 1 don't want such an cxperience again.
It was the men m the punt who were saved,
but we had an awful time. After we had
been upset the Arndale, which had been fol-
lowing vs, came along and threw us ropes, and
then hauled us aboard. 1t is to be wondered
at that so many of us were rescued.”

Captain Corner, of the Arndale, related a
’lhrillmg tale.  When oft Bideford Bay, he
said, the seccond mate met withan accident
and fragdured his leg.  He determined to put
back to Barry, and on the way up Channel
signals of distress were noticed about four
o'clock on Friday morning from a steamer.
It was pitch-dark at the time, and a terrific
seawas running before a north-westerly galc.
The distressed vessel proved to be the Thistle-
mor, which lef®Cardiff on Thursday, and the
captain informed the crew of the Arndale that
the Thistlemor was rapidly foundering. Then
it was noticed that one of the lifeboats of
the Thistlemoor, containing ten men, was”in
the sea, and Captain Corner immediately
dirccted his efforts to save these men.  So
fearful was the weather, however, that this
was a task of considerable difficulty.  Befeore
they conld be picked up a heavy sea cap-
sized the hfeboat and the ten occupants were
thrown into the boiling surf.  Lyckily, how-
ever, they were all able to return to the up--
turned hoat, and hang on to the keel.  They
were continually washed off by the heavy
scas, and it was only after an hour’s perse-
vering and desperate work that the crew of
the Arndale succeeded in picking them up
aned taking them on bhoard.

(Continued on Page 5.)

ON THE

Mr. W. G. H. Elis, an ex-Mayor of Dartmouth,
died on Wednesday at the age of 71.

It is proposed to have a “ Lorna Doonc "
Pageant in the valley of Rocks, Llynton, next
sumimer.

Devon Standing Jomnt Committee has deferred
the proposal to appoint 13 constable-grooms
for the superintendents, at a cost of £1,032, for
twelve months, and revised the, scale of Ser
geauts’ pay. A bicvdle is to be provided ot
Brleford for police ude.
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GENT's SulTs to measure. Hundreds of EZ”&,‘{,‘#
patterns to select from. Prices from 21s. pation of
upwards. Satisfactory style and fit guaran- | was carri
teed. Ask to see patterns at Herbert Elli’s
The Tailor and Outhtter, Bideford. a3790 Mr. A

The members of the Barnstaple and North the rf?inz;x
Devon Butchers' Association are to be asked had a pre
by a Committee, who have considered the ques- drawn Pbil
tion, 10 start a mutual insurance scheme, the | ¢ once
Farmers' Union refusing to give warranties. | Teeaq ror

ADVICE TO MOTHERS.—Are you broken in The Tej
your rest by a sick child suffering from the [W. T. G
pain of cutting teeth? Go at once to a{ Mr. Cvu
Chemist and get a bottle of Mrs. WINSLOW’s | interest
SootHING Syrup. It will relieve the poor [ must at f
sufferer immediately. It i8 pleasant to | to its credi
taste, it produces natural quiet sleep by re- Mr. A. Y

lieving the child from pain and  the little | one shall

cherub wakes up as bright as a button.
all Chemists, 1/1% per bottle.
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LINER FOUNDERS I

N TERRIFIC STORM,

BODIES WASHED

TWENTY-ONE LIVES LOST.

UP AT WESTWARD HO!

g SURVIVORS’

THRILLING STORIES.

The furious gale which raged throughout
North Devon on Thursday night and Friday
morning was responsible for a terrible shipping
disaster off Clovelly, in the Bristol Channel,
and the loss of lifeisunfortunately very heavy.
On  Frniday four bodies of seamen
were  washed -up on Northam  Burrows,
together with a boat and some wreckage, and
there were andications that the bodies were
those of members of the crew of the s.s,
THistlemor, of Sunderland, a fine boat of the
Albyn Line, about whose fate there is un-
fortunately httle room for doubt. Every-
thing points to her having foundered nine

miles north of Clovelly, whilst the iifeboat.

crew from that place were making gallant
cfforts  to  redch  her. The gale  was
the worst that most men can remember on the
North Devon coast, rivalling in severity that
of just fifty years ago this month, when there
were seven wrecks i less than fifteen miles
of the North Devon coast, and bodies were
washed up for almost a month.

TAKING SHELTER AT LUNDY.

Friday morning wind squalls were ternfic
in force, and the heavy, bhinding rain and hail
made navigation of the channel dangerous
the extreme.  Some idea of the severity of
the weather can be gathered from the fact
that there were over thirty large vessels shel
tering under Tundy, the makeshift harboar
of refuge of the Bristol Channel.  The Thistle-
mor was bound from Cardiff to Cape Town,
with coal, and cither failed to be able to make
Lundy, or endeavoured (o navigate the
channel and was disabled.  What 15 known
is that when nine miles from Clovelly she

was burning distress signals, and the life-.

boat was launched, but saw nothing but
wreckage, whilst within a few hours bodies
began to wash up at Westward Ha! The
Arndale, in whose company the Thistlemor
appearcd to be, was spoken by the lifeboat,
but gave no account of the disaster., The
number of men carried by the Thistlemor
‘was conjectured to have been between 25 and
30, and these figures were borne out by the
number of lifebelts washed up at Westward
Ho! The disaster occurred about day-break.
LAUNCH OF THE LIFEBOAT.

The first imtimation which was received
at Clovelly that there was a.vessel in distress
was made by Frank Badcock, a fisherman,
andAMr. Moss, landlord of the Red Lion Hotel,
who called up the coxswain of the lifeboat.
Capt. T. Pengilly, at 6-20 a.m., and reported
a flare in the bay. Capt. Pengilly and the
volunteer lifeboat crew had the Eleanor
Roget, the lifeboat, which has now been at
Clovelly some three years, and seen active
service on many occasions, very quickly in
the water, and it is a matter of comment
that the preparations for the launch were
proceeding when the signal rocket calling the
crew was fired by the coastguard at the top
of the village, although the explanation may
be that the look-out was on patrol, and that
by the time he returned the flare had been secn
by civilians and the alarm raised.

COXSWAIN'S STORY.

At this stage the story may well be taken
on the words of Capt. Pengilly, who accorded
a ' Bideford Gazette”  representative an
mlerview,

We lannched the boat,” Capt. engcelly
‘e the teeth of a heavy north-north-
gale, with heavy seas running, apd
ggling out two or three mules we saw a

To transfer anyone from the Arndale to the
lifehoat would have been attended with great
risk, but Capt. Pengelly told our representa-
tive that he would, of course, have attempted
the task if he had been requested. Many of
the lifeboat men on their return described
the gale and heavy scas as the worst they had
ever experienced. The wind force was about
&, and the task of the lifeboatmen to reach
a point not less than sgven miles north of
Clovelly, was one catling for the greatest
courage and danng. The lifetfoat was nearly
always a mass of foam, with everything in her
afloat.

BODIES  WASHED ASHORE.

During Friday four bodies were washed
ashore, all supposed to be those (')f members
of the crew of thesll-fated Thistlemor.  One
was apparently that of a ship’s officer, the
hnttons on his uniform bemg marked “Albyn
l.ine, Sunderland.” a gold watch found on
the body was engraved = ' Presented to James

1. Foster, by members of the Sunderland
Junior Liberal Club as a mark of respect,
1st Oct., 1891 The watch stopped  at
nine o'clock, and it is surmised that Foster
left the vessel before she sank.

The first body was discovered about ten

o'clock Friday morming, when George Hy.
(Glover, a Northam Jabourer, was strolhing
by the sea-shore ontside the Northam Bur
rows. He got to the well-known pebble ridge
at Westward Ho! jnst about 10 a.m., and
after bemg there a short time noticed the
body in the water near the old life-hoat hounse.
He got hold of it, and with the assistance of
another man, who happened to be near,
brought the body ashore. The body was
floating by a life-jacket, and after getting it
ashore Glover hastened to Northam to inform
P.C. Rice. This was afterwards found to
be the body of a person named John Law-
rance Delane, from papers which were found
in'" the pockets.,

In the meantime Stephen Bignell, an Apple-
dore saior, noticed a ship’s “lifeboat come
ashore, in practically perfect condition, bear-
g the name “ s.s. Thistlemor, Sunderland.”
Soon after he saw the body of a man, which
had been washed up by the incoming tide.
P.C. Rice removed the two bodies to the
mortuary at Northam. The body of the
sccond man when discovered was said to be
quite warm, and artyfical respiration was tried
for some httle time, but to no purpose.

HARD STRUGGLE FOR LIFE.

By this time the news had travelled over
the whole district, and several persons were
on the look-out, with the re3ult that two
more podies were discovered, one being found
to be that of James L. Foster, evidently one
of" the officers of the ship. He was quite a
young man, about 25, and was ecither second
matg or chief engincer. That he had made
i a hard struggle for life was evidenced by the
| fact that he had got off his sea boots and oil-
skin, and was wearing a lifebuoy.

This discovery was soon followed by another
. some way in over the Bar by Greysand Hill.
| This man was cvidently an able seaman,
The body was lying face downwards on the
| sand close to high water mark. The gencral
‘opinion cxpressed was that the unfortunate
sailor must have swdm' a considerable dis-
tance or he could never have got so far up the
estuary of the river.  He was fully attired in
oilskins with sea boots and southwester.

LATE CAPTAIN'S PROVIDENTIAL
ESCAPE.
The Thistlemor is a vessel of 2,579 tons

Their rescue was brought about in a very
strange way. On Friday morning, during a
terrific hurricane eastward of Lundy, the
second mate of the Arndale had his leg broken.
The steamer also sustained such damage
that it was decided to run back for shelter.
About four o'clock rockets of distress were.
observed being fired at regular intervals from
the direction of Bideford Bay, and making
their way thither—progress being slow owing
to the terribly high seas—ten men were seen
clinging to an upturned boat. After an hour’s
difficult work the men were taken on board.
One of them, however, when being lifted into
the steamer was crushed between the steamer
and the ship's lifeboat, and killed. Subse-
quently the Thistlemor foundered.

The names of the survivors are :—Chief
Engineer J. T. Stephenson, 16, Hawthorne-
road, West Hartlepool, who is the only officer
saved. The other rescued men are C. Busher,
A.B., George Clarke, A.B., a native of New-
Zealand, but living at 271, Derby-road, Liver-
pool ; Stelia Cassro, a fireman, of 270, Derby-
road, Liverpool; Charles Tummer, fireman,
23, Newdie-street, Everton, Liverpool ; Ed-
ward Brett,*fireman ; Thomas Brough, fire-
man, of 23, Accrington-road, Everton, Liver-
pool ; Walter Croger, fireman, Andrew Minto,
an apprentice, of Hume Cottage, Gateshead.

The men were unanimous in their opinion
that the night’s experience was the “worst
they had ever known. One said he had sailed
out of Liverpool for fourteen years, and had
never scen anything like it.  'When they were
thrown into the water they felt like giving
up all hope of rescue. * They tell me,” he
went on, ‘‘ that Woodward got hold of the
rope, but fell into the sea. Captain Anderson
the officer, and the remainder of the crew
must have gone down with the Thistlemor.
They could never have lived in such a sea.”

3

SURVIVORS’ THRILLING STORIES.

ROCKETS SAID 'I"O HAVI BEEN FIRED
FOR FOUR HOURS.

The rescued men say that when it became
certain  their  vessel would founder, Mr.
Stephenson and thirteen men decided to try
and get off the ship’s lifeboat.  In the process
of launching the boat hecame holed, hut the
men patched her up with canvas.  They
had been afloat for nearly two hours when
thewr boat capsized, and five of the men dis-
appeared. g

It was midnight when the Thistlemor was
found to bhe in difficulties, a considerable
quantity of watcr being in her forepeak. Mr.
Stevenson  says that when they were called
up from below and ordered to put on life-
belts, hugh seas were washing over the ship.
It was oovious she was foundering.

“With a number of firemen we got into a
small boat.  We had.scarcely left the vessel's
side before we were buffeted about like a
straw.

‘" After a time our boat capsized and we
were thrown into the water. Fortunately
the Arndale, which had been following us,
managed to get near. Ropes were thrown
out and we clambered aboard.”

Another report from Cardiff says Captain
Anderson, with the officers and others of ‘the
crew to the number of 13 went down with the
vessel before help could reach them. The
survivors had taken to the ship’s lifcboat, but
were capsized in the heavy sea. They clung
to the upturned craft, and remained in this
hazardous position for upwards of an hour
before the Arndale could pick them up.  One
of the rescued men, Woodburn, of Liverpool,
died before being taken aboard, and his body
was taken to Barry. The other men, with the
exception of the chief engineer and an appren-
tife, named Minto, were in a state of complcte
cxhaustion and distress, when after their
terrible ordeal assistance eventually reached
them. They are mostly natives of Liverpool,
and state that rockets were fired for four
hours during the night before attention was
attracted.

“LIKE A STRAW
WAVES.”

Thomas Brough told a sorrowful tale.
Asked how it occurred, he exclaimed : “Good
Lord, sir, I do not know. 1 was down below
at the time. We were called to deck and
ordered to put on our lifebelts. When I got
above huge seas were washing over the vessel,
and it was quite evident that she was quickly

ON THE

foundering. A number of firemen, including
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THE DISASTER.

CAUSE ©OF

In the Working Men’s Club, Northam, yester-
| day @fternoon, the mquest wasopened by Mr.
G.W. I'. Brown, and a jury, of which Mr. S.
f Fulford, .., was chosed foreman, on the
hodies of James Foster and nine other men
lying dead in the Northam mortuary.  The
owners of the Thistlemor were represented
by Mr. Ivor Downing (Downing and Han-
cock, Cardiffy, with whom was Mr. W, Wawn,
supenintendent of the Albyn line), and there
were also officially present Mr. C. R. 2 Powell
(Groves-Cooper, — Stapledon and "owcll),
Lloyd's agent at Bideford ; Mr. T, Pengelly
(Captam of the Clovelly Lifeboat), Mr. Par-
sons, (the chiel boatman in charge at West
ward Ho! Coastguard Station), Mr. W, T,
Charlewood (of the Local Committee ob the
Royal National Lifeboat Institution), the
Vicar of Northam, the Rev. Preb. Dimond-
Churchward, and Sergt. Newberry and P.C.’s
Rice, Wright, Perring and Merchant, of the
Devon  Constabulary.

The Coroner’s Opening.

The Coroxnkr, addressing the jury, before
they proceeded to view the bodies, reviewed
the circumstances of the wreck as set out in
our colnmuns. He understood the ship sent
up signals of distress for some hours, and 1t
appeared that the Arndale saw them and
went to her aid. He was quite certain great
praise was due to the Captan and men of
the Arndale for the great aid they rendered
m saving nine lives ( Hear, hear " from the
rescued  sailors).  Later an the morming
somewhere  about 6-30, a4  communication
was made to the Clovelly hfeboat, which put
out, bit by the fime she got to the spot the
vessel had gone down,  After describing the
recovery of the bodies on the <hore, the
((”()“"l: I”\')""] evidencs from anvone
might have scen the signals of distress betore
6-20.  They would hear from the sarvivors
when they began to send up the signals, and
1 they were sending them up for such a long
fime as he understood he conld not under
Aand how 1t w0 long betore e
NGO

Cause of the Catastrophe -Chief Engineer’s
. Statement.

who

W WiTe

John 1. Stephenson, late cnet enginecs
of the Thistlemor, identihed  the ten hodn

at the mortuary as  Joseph de Laan, John
Avyrton, Jas. Macanrew, . RO Toster, 1.
Fuzzard, T. lreland, 7. Foster (cnef officer

T. K. Yelling Philip Nicholson, and John Lo,
Thev left Cardiff, he said, about 7 o’clock on
Thursday morning, the weather bemng maod
erate. Al went woll until they got off Tard
land, which was about midnight, when there
was a perfect hurricance. The Captain or
deved him to put the pumps on No. 1 hold
about then, he should say, though he could
not speak accurately as to the time, as he was
working Ly day and night.  He was ordered
to put the pumps on as asca had swept a
ventilator off the fore deck and the water
was coming in, .

The Coroner : Had the ship put about ?

Witness rephied that he Zould not tell as he
was below deck.  When he came up, however,
the wind was aft, so he supposed they had
turned round. The Captain told him he was
trying to get back to smooth water under
Lundy, as they could not stop the hole up,
but if they could get into smooth water they
might save the ship. Later he was told the
forecastlec head was under water.  About
that time the vessel became unmanageable.
Her head was under water and her stern out
of the water. They could not do-anything
with her but let her drift. Rockets were sent
up he should think about midnight, and were
kept going until they were expended, carly in
the morning. e was on the bridge when
the mate was firing thc last rocket, and he
believed they were burning blue lights. They
saw the lights of a steamer approaching

them, and for what followed great praise
was due to Captain Corner, of the Arndale,
who manceuvred his vessel in magnificent
Capt.

fashion. Anderson ordired  them 1o

and he had had her in the heaviest gales that
ever blew without an accident. This was
an exceptional case altogether. If the venti-
lator went without being noticed, a lot of
water might have got in before they com-
menced to pump it out. He had had a venti-
lator washed away belore, but never a venti-
lator flange.
The Lifeboat Service.

Capt.T. Pengelly, cox of the Clovelly lile-
hoat, in reply to the Coroner, said the lifeboat
Institution did not keep a look-out, but he
understood the coast guard was supposed to
communicate with him. Jle got no communi-
cation from the coastguard on Friday morn-
ing, and if a Jook-out had been kept he should
have thought that these flares and rockets
ought to have been observed.  His first inti
mation was at 6-20 from a fisherman, Frank
Badcock. Mr. Moss, of the Red Lion, also
told him he had seen a flare. Within ten min-
utes or a quarter of an hour of the call the
lifeboat was in the water. That would be
about 6-35. After going three miles they
saw a large flare, and he remarked, ' Thank
God ! there is the object we are going for.”
Then they found the Arndale, which they
thought was the vessel in distress.  The
Captain of the Arndale told him there was a
man in the water, but unfortunately did not
sav anv vessel had gonc down.  They croised
about among the coal blackened water for
about two hours, but saw no one, and then it
was necessary to return for the safety of some
of s men who had not time to get their oil
skins, and were suffering from the exposure.
If he had had the call twenty minutes’ carlier
they would have resuced some of the crew
of the boat, and 1f they had known an_hour
before, they might- have saved the whole
thirty Hear, hear).  Although  the
lifeboat was a new one and was repeatedly
full ol behaved admirably.

By the Foreman He considered the hoeht
was seen on the vessel seven miles from Clo
velly pier. ’

You were gone more than half an hour
before the coastguard alarm went 2 T cannot
cav.  About 20 manates [ ounderstand.,

Ao Bennett Dron't vou thimk the Coast
suaad ought (o have weoen the faresif they were

lives.

water, she

Inoking ont 7 Witnes Yes. They were
cen from the prrgand they were alwo seen
n the negghbourhood by men going to work.
Mi. Bennett In other words ity a scandal !
wmied 1L comes to ths, that ~somebody had
been properly swatclhing th oast these hives |
wonld not have heon Jost \pplanse
»The Coroner Is 1t not a fact that you
have taken off most of the crews you have

gone to rescue m the bay as long as you have
been Captamn ?

Witness Lvery one.  And  we  should
have m this case had known in time.
When the call was given there was not a4 man
who flinched for a moment.

Wi

Mr. Friendship: The hves were lost for
the want pf watching.
Capt. Yeo mentioned that the Captamn

of the Arndaie told Mr. Stephenson that he
mformed the cox or the lifeboat that a steames
had gone down,

Witness said that wis cortain!y not andibl
to hum. He saw
The Captain waved his megaphone, and sad
“There's a nfan 1n the water awayv there.”

Mr. Moss, of the Red Lion, (jlo\vclly, spoke
to being called at 6-30 by Frank Badcock,
who had seen a flare.  Witness, after looking
for two minutes, saw another flare, and they
called the hfeboat coxswain.

The Coroner: You saw the flare quite
plainly ?
Witness : Yes.
Smoked Cligar on Sinking Ship.
Evidence of the * recovery of the bodies

was given by George Glover, Richard Pickard,
Stephen Slade, [oW. Wilson, J. Yeo, W, T
Lewis, W. Prouse, A. Brend, John Mitchell,
and Stephen Bicknell, the last named mention-
ing that the hand of the steward de Leau
seemed to be warm, and they tried artificial
respiration, but it was of no avail.

The apprentice Minto, who was one of the-

fiftren an the boat which turned over, sad

three men on the bridge. |

.UUL aln w ouv }JuAl,lU-}\.. GlU 1L JUPPUITL ML
ing would be done until some Board of Tradc
official had been drowned.

Verdict and Rider.

The Foreman said the verdict of the jury
was “ TFound drowned,” 1t was the old tale
over again, They were fully aware of the
fact that there was neglect in some quarter
in the keeping of the look-out in the Bay in
rough weather, and the jury agreed with him
that a further representation should be made
to the Board of Trade. It was not only
strangers passing up and down who were
affected but their own little crafl in the Bay as
well, and theysknew that when the Trrenchman
came in scarcely any: person saw her and yet
she burned flares for several hours.  The time
had come when they should make a further
representation that there was not a sufficient
look-out in boisterous weather, and that if
there had been this dreadful case would not
have been attended with such terrible loss of
life.

Mr. Fulford expressed the sympathy of the
district with the relatives. The inhabitants
had shewn the utmost kindness and the dead
would be buried with respect. He referred”
especially in terms of praise to the assistance
rendered by the police, and to the help given
by an old sailor, Littlejohns.

Mr. Stephenson said if it had not been for
the fact that the Arndale was putting back
because the second officer's leg was broken,
there would not have been one soul saved
from the Thistlemor. His misfortune was
their salvation.

At the inquest at Braunton held last night
on the body of Captain Anderson, the jury
returned a similar verdict and rider to that
at Northam. Captain Yeo gave additional
evidence that the Thistlemor carrierl a (yll
upply of the bestrockets, and at least a couple
of dozen ot blue lights which would be visible
for 8 or 10 miles. The Coroner suggested
il the coastguards were not going to watch
the coast, there were hundreds of people who
would be willing to subscribe to a fund for
the provision of scamen watchers on rough
nighis,

BIRTH8, MARRIAGES and DEATHS
Birth.

Brreew  December 6, at 6, Mgl Street, to
Mroand M Bellew, @ son.
]
| Deaths
I Cuupn At Holyrood, DBradworthy, Mr,

Daniel Chubb.

| F'uLrorp Dec. 3, at Tower Street, Bideford,
| Mr. John Fulford, aged 83. .

| MiLrL - December 3rd, at Tadworthy, Nor-
! tham , James Mill, aged 81. s
iS.\n"ru. December 1st) at 36, Coldharbour,
{ Bideford, Mr. James Smyth, aged 60.

|
1

[ l AKER & SON, Brunswick
. Housc, Bideford, Monu-
mental Sculptors and Masons.
Workers in Granite, Marble, Stone
and Slate. Headstones and
Memorials of every description, also
all kinds of Architectural Stonework
executed. Manufacturers of Marble
Chimney-pieces, Fenders, &c. Esti-
mates Free. Your kind favours
and récommendation respectfully
solicited.

M[EPPON  QTREET, JIDEFORD
#" (Near the Hospital), £ -

C. T. MO ¢ govs.

MONUMENTAL aAaxo GENERAL
STONE ORKS,

EVERLASTING MEMORIAL FLOWER
WREATHS and Crosses always ip Stock.i,

All grdm carefully executed. Tel. 8y4,
a
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. B IDE FO R D B AY THE APPLEDORE LIFEBOAT. DISTRICT NEWS.
. To the Editor of “ The Bideford Gazette.”
\VRECK S, — APPLEDORE.
F AW Referring to the lamentable wreck which :
Contied from Pages 2ana 3| 10 Pkt ek e b | Ehlo postarts of the funrals o she|
nti m Fage: 0 of Clovelly and Peppercombe, I should like, the rescued Chief Engineer and Apprentice
B S— ?:s Pr‘e&x(d(en:o of t;he .Aapliledorg ILlieboz.t and Capt. Yeo, are on sale at the *“ Gazette *'
, ommittee, say how 1stresse was to Oﬁice, Bideford. Photo stcards of the ermcm——
THE COAST WAT CH. find that at the funeral of the unfortunate Appledore New Church To}\)voer =76 als0. Mew
men the clergyman who delivered an address again on sale. .
— at the graveside, appeared to attributc the
3 sad loss of life to the shortcomings of the Appledore Church new clock was‘.stz}rted
PULPIT REFERENCES. Appledore lifeboat. The rev. gentleman |2t Midday on Sunday by M}ﬁi_Sarah I\elly%
e « is evidently quite unacquainted with the i}'“t: %frtthe]\cilg:rc::)uliilll’éh};é“ nson, J.P.,. o
There were several references in North | €03st, or he could not have said what he did ; gwport, Sh Usef“
. ) . and I think it only right it should be known | ~ Appledore Regatta annual Balance Sheet >
Devon Churches and Chapels on Sunday to | that neither of the Appledore Lifeboats could | 1 published on Page 1of to-day’s issue. |=
the sad loss of life by the foundering of the | in any way be responsible for the terrible Mr. R. Smith gave a capital gramaphone
Thistlemor. calamity. s entertainmertt at the Working Men's Reading
At Northam Church the venerable Vicar I f"m‘fmi’ Stll:f . Room on Wednesday evening. . .
Preb. Dimond-Churchward), at the service - Yours A u‘ 4 ; 'Acc‘or(]mg t‘o custo_m the comnulth of the
. ’ T ' Ww. DOWELL, Admiral. | Working Men's Reading Room, of which Mr. :E
in the evening, which was largely attended, | proident of the sAppledore Lifeboat Com- | F. A. Col- is the Hon. Sccretary, have again
referred to a letter in regard to the occurrence mittee. ‘ securrd a large number of prizes to be won !
which he had received fiom Allan, Black, and | Ford, Bideford, N. Devon, by the members during the Christimas scason.
Co., the owners of the Albyn Line, expressing Dec. 11th, 1909. The P.S.A. at the Congregational Chapel
their warmest thanks for the great kindness T on Sunday was again well attended when Mr. -
and sympathy of all in connection with the | THE LOSS OF THE “ THISTLEMOR.’’ | A. W. Cock (Bideford)gave a practical address
melancholy circumstances attendant on the . ol LAz o ! iy Loy | o0 YSeliand Service.” Mrs. Moore and Miss F. | nr s
Joss of tl?:-, steamer Thistlemor. ““On all (To the Editor of “* The Bideford Gazette.”) Smallridge rendered two duets, the congrega- Note tl
hards we hear of the extreme consideration Sir, - Apropos of the sad shipping disaster | tion heartily joining in the different choruses. represe
shown by yourself and your colleagues to the | in Clovelly Bay, 1 should like to add a few At the Royal Naval Hospital, Stonehousc,
relativestand other concerned, in this terrible | words in vindication of Clovelly men, in the | W, . Thomas, Roval Naval Reserve, on|in all
affair. It has been a ;;rr\.’it comfort, we are | event of a suggested negligence on their part. Friday succumbed to pneumornia, leaving a
sure, to them, as it has been to us.” It would appear singular to the reader un- | widow and a voung family. He was a son
In Appledore Parish Church the Vicar [ acquainted with the bay why the flares of the of Mr. George Thomas, of Tundy Island.
(Rev. G. Scholey) said the Cf)"[i”'l(?l“()“ ‘ Thistlemor "' were not noticed before. I The Rev. 1. Muller, R.N. Chaplain, will
would not expect him to close his sermon | can quite understand.  The vessel would not | officiate at the funeral, which takes place
without reference to the all too terrible tragedy | De visible cven to watchers on the Pier, until to-day, with naval honours, at [’(‘nny-?mr_‘- .
that had so recently taken place almost at | she had ronnded " Gallantry Bower "’!}"I“\> Quick Cemetery. 5 o
their very doors.  Could they but in Apple | she was several miles from the land.  There- On Wednesday afternoon, a sale of work
dore have known of those in.danger in the [ fore there s not the least reason to reflect | followed by a concert was held at 1 he Baptist
Bay, there was not a man present who would | on the watch, wilhingly kept by all the hsher- | Schoolroom, on behalf of the Sunday School
not have ventured out at the risk of his life | men—vyea, and others, too. piano and Mans: Funds.  Mr. J. N. Tuplin,
to try and rescue those perishing souls ' The foregoing does not apply to persons |one ot the deacons, opened the sale ol
Tt was said their No. 1 lifeboat at Appledore | on more elevated gronnd.  The flares ought [ work, 10 1 happy and encouraging spench,.
could never get out in the face of the raging | L0 have been seen by anyone from any point | The Rev. John J. Nelson, of Tlford, London,
gale. *“ My brothers” continued the rev. of the compass, say about 250 feet above | the newly appointed Pi‘h’l(ﬂ_' ,_,)_ the Church,
gentleman, “* if I know you aright, and I think | sea-level. ] ) who commences  his duaties in February,
I do, T am certain some of you would have There have been very few distress signals | wrote wishing everything a success, and en-
tricd it.”  But, alas! rocket after rocket | unobserved first by the fishermen during - closing a donation towards the funds. The
pierced the vvr)',hv:wrns, flarc after flare sent | T may say ~the last ten years, and T am |'stall-holders were as follows : " Refreshment
its message, but they were practically never | speaking as a native of, though not now re- pstall, Mrs. W. Quauce and Misses A, Meatl
seen on shore. ““ Blame " did I hear someone | siding at, Clovelly. T am sure there were not [ and L. Mitchell ;' Manse  Stall,” Mesdames
= | say? No, my brothers and sisters, we blame | many sound slecpers at home that night, | Bailey and Couch and Miss Smith : Piano [
L | noone. Far be it for us to attach blame to | and T venture to say there was a good look- | stall, Misses A. Hooper and A. Tuplin ; Tea
anyone, but in this port of Appledore, with [ out kept by Clovelly men by men whose | stall, Mrs. Fishwick and Mrs. Stoneman.
its” seafaring population, we have a perfect mterest 1s not pecumary, but prompted by In the evening agra.ndhconcurt was given,
right to raise our voic¢ in strenuons protest | common feelings of humanity to render any whu-h’ was ‘much appreeiated, Mr. , Alfred
against the scandalous system which prevails | assistance to their fiJlow beings.  Experience Greenrecited a poem, of his gwn composition, S
throughout the const of the greatest maritime | begets sympathy, and there are rmany at | dealing with the loss of the Thistlemor, which
nation of the world. Surely this nation was | Clovelly whose loved ones “ go down to thf:. was well received. - Others contributing to
be | rich enough to guard its coasts, to protect its | s¢a in ships, that do business in great waters,” | the excellent programme Wcr({: solos, Mr. S.
ont | ships, and save life 2 Engtand’s sailors must [ and it is hard to sce them perish- presum- | Phillips, Mr. C. Cutcliffe, Miss A. Hooper,
re- | Tise up as one man, and with ‘i uncertain | ably because of 3 wretched and medieval Miss F. Parkhousc, Miss Parkhouse, Miss A.
¢d- | sound make their voices heard with the powers | System-before the eyes of willing and gra- | Tuplin ; pianoforte solog, Miss B. Randall,
on-| that be until the coasts are adequately | tuitious helpers, i Mrs. A. Stoneman, Miss Newcombe, Miss
\ed | watched. It came home to them there, did Yours truly, N Lamey ; recitations, Miss Shutt, Messrs. F. "
fict | it not 2 Those who lived upon the world of “CLOVELLY.” Shutt and ‘A. Green ; ducts, Misses Parkhouse G' l !
ut, | waters knew something of the awful terror . ] ?)“d Mc;srs ll{'alnmtlm\r;mdjl‘}?m:(i A;zadmg n Iriy

- | and grief of the words ** She has gone down « 1 evonshire dialect, Mr. John Cork,. :
r:;‘:r withgall hands ! ¢ Sir THE KETCH ‘“ HOWARD. . MtissT vf{mnRa?({?“’ [’ e}_];d?t dau{;htcr loi ; \
in At the conclusion of the service, Mr. E. C. e ; , R s waaeds -apl. 1. }t. Randall, of Bude-street, Apple-

;eﬁ Allen, organist, played the dead March. V(J\I)\;n(liyw:llt(gv S,’:]j' tt}l::;ulgh'“;h': l:?t}':dl:fm“:}(f dore, has SUCCUS&:fl{ll_y passed’ the examination

ne At the evening scrviceat the Congrega- | )iniolr’x }of the C;y,z;;m of H;is visscl that a | Of the Higher Division in pianoforte playing, 20, 22,
ce, | tional Church the pastor, Rev. W. Burton, )Iro sei look-out iL not. kept in .thl-'B:istol held in November, at Barnstaple. She was | 26, 28,
nd | preached a special sermon, AL}cr the Elhaxnne] . ) . tr"’:‘;"‘-'d’ by Mtl_ssano'r,_ of W(iStVlV(ardx Ho! 32, 34
ied | storm,” making reference to ‘the Wisaster, ‘o . ) ¢ s n Interesting ceremony took place on ’
the | and the choir sang an anthem. The Dead ‘On??)f\;(J‘(?“Z:ilg.‘r{é(.gcff;,bf,rw“}’ldg' IIjLJg(,mIiav;z: Sunday at the morning service of St. Mary's X
lee | March was also rendered at the closc. Barry andpléit Tifracombe abott 5-45 p.m. Church, when the Vicar, Rev. G. Scholey, LAC]
he FEELING AT NORTHAM. The weather was fine, and just a little ground %’i({ic%g:v(ierth;nglg}(i ':;tcg?t;';r I}’iac&fx“k’.n <th("

& A meeting to consider the question of [ Sea, enough to make it enjoyable. All went }p of \'e\:vport'Mogn and a"n A 1053;;’1{ l-arge
04| coast-watching will be held at Northam at | well until about two miles above the Foreland, | "% o0 o or Choisister of he (‘hurgk];) A foor

'Ee 6 o'clock on Thursday, to be called by the [ When onc of the paddles struck some wreckage the dedication, Miss S. Kelly, of Ap; lc;lorc WITNEY
cd | Vicar (Preb. Dimond-Churchward). ~ The | &nd disabled us. The Captain and engieers | 5% SSSEHOn, WSS © ‘the lfiest lady worke:

% | wide-spfead feeling aroused can be gathered | did all that was possible to repair the damage, | 1 7 5 ey 0 cut the cord ;?/hichysct the

Be | from the fact that a subscription towa-ds any | but, unfortunately, this could not be done. cléck in motion. The surpliced Choir  which

P~ fund which may be required has been received | By this time we had drifted . towards Lundy, stood in the base of the .Towpcr sang the h =

he by the Vicar of Northam from a lady at a [ in mid-Channel. Seeing there was no chance | We love the place, O God " §nd Lshzg?\;

oM | distance. Lt is also proposed ta call-a meet. | Of getting along under steam, the Captain | .. er the singing of the hymn the clock struci | Se———
'.;(: ing at Barnstaple. decided to fire Signals of Dls"’trc:ss, and also t% hbul; of id-dicy. Y § < DEE
il INQUEST YESTERDAY rrx)xuatstthr’Icad.nm\\?endcfuﬁionigl I,ny:i}:;;'tﬁt ;r}xl& - 0n Sunday special sgrmons were preached o E ‘
4 s), i Ilfracombe lights, in gfdition to the Foreland, f{lldtig‘ét;:‘%liﬁ)’:}d (lclylfapt/ile b\)’chts}Ilg ﬁlcv};'ojr;:i‘:

ne| Jury’s Action endorsed from all parts of Bull and Mumble Ljghts, but no notice was Misionary Socicty. There were good congrgc_

g the Country. taken by anyone on shore. The tide having ations throughout the d il The Chai
oli- ’ ) turned, we again drifted up Channel, and got | 5 oughout the day. and collections N
to Mr. Coroner Brown and a jury, of which within “five miles of Minchead. Still sending werc taken In aid of the Society’s Funds. over a mon
as | Mr.S. Fulford was again Foreman, held an up rockets, and although we could with The Young Men's Bible Class, which was School Mar
ra { 10quest at Northam yesterday on the body glasses fia ke bt the Bandg‘}tan(i at that port for years successfully carried-on by the Rev. The -ofha
«n | of C. Forsland, an able scaman of the Thistle- no notice was taken Of GUE signals for assist. | H+ M. Muller, has again been restarted in a S other
as  mor, aged about 30. The body was found [amce. Towards midnight we had drifted | (0™ adjoining the Vicarage on Sunday after- | J- Cock, J.
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by Philip Pile at Westward Ho ! on Thursday,
and the Coroner explained that the annrentice

across to the Welsh coast, and at last a New-

noons. Mr. Hepworth, who is coming to
| N R A >

tal-n wn racidanca hoe.

Stucley, T.
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INQUEST YESTERDAY

Jury’s Action endorsed from all parts of
the Country.

Mr. Coroner Brown atfd a jury, of which
Mr. S, Fulford was agajp Foreman, held an
imquest at Northam  yés erday on_the body
of C. Forsland, an ablé scaman of the Thistle-
mor, aged about 30. The body was found
by Philip Pile at Westward Ho 'on Thursday,
and the Coroner explained that the apprentice
Andrew Minto had to be fotched from the
North of England to identify it, which he did.

The Coroner said he had sent the jury’s
reccommendation to the Admiral Superin-
tendent of Coastguards, and had received
an acknowledgment from Admiral Henderson,
stating that the matter would receive full
attention and consideration. The Secretary
of the Admiralty had also acknowledged his
letter, and the Secretary of the Board of
Trade. There were another four bodies
unrecovered, but it was doubtinl  whether
they would get them recovered there, and in
case he was not holding another inquest; he
should like to expriss his appreciation of the
way in which the police. had managed the
affair from start to finish. Constable Rice
had been most attentive, and he expressed
his appreciation also of the help recerved from
Capt. Yeo, and apprentice Minto.  And he
thought praise was also due 1o the ihalnt
ants who had done all they could to reheve
the feehngs of the relatives, The Coroner
also mentioned the servie, of (he clergy.

A verdict of  Found Diowned ™ wie 5o
turned. e
The Foreman of the jury endorsed  the

Coroner's remarks, afd sl general gympathy
had been shewn Hnnnghr_nn the whole neigh
bourhood with the relatives nf the lost seamen.
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cerved Jetters from all parts of the country,

al
nost
hor
ibbs
ry "
)"
was
two

he
the
0 a
te "
reat
¢S
thly

1.

1st
ing,
iss

endorsing the action which the'jury had taken,

The funeral afterwards tool place quietly
m the chiurchyard, the Revs. J. ¥, Anderson
and Jo. K. Botwood officiating.  There were
wreaths from the chairman and {he ship
owners, who were represented by Capt. Yeo,
Mro S, Fulford was also among those whe
attended. -

. SOUTH WALES OPINION.

A SEA TRAGEDY AND T1ILE BOARD OF
TRADI.
A Duty of Common Humanity.
Is 0t not time fasks the Cardifl ““Wentory
Mail ) that the Board*of Trade was hinman
sed and made to realise and perform  the
duty 1t owes to humanity 2. . . The evidence
revealed an absence of look-out arrgpgements
on the shore which is a_reflection upon the
humanity of. the Board © of Trade.  They
throw upon the British shipownef the 'charge
for lighting out coasts,

whigh shoald he a
national charge with us a- witl every ofhey
civilised  country except Turkeyv, and

British shipowner has no ~ay i the distribu
tion of the money. Year by year a vast sum
is being accumulated in ‘the way of hght dues,
much more than is spent on the lighting of
the coasts. But the collection of the dues
continues, and very little relief is given to
the shipowner.  And while the Board of Trade
are hoarding up this moncy they neglect
their own duties by the shipping community.

GOVERNMENT PUT TO SHAME.
“In a further article, published” on Friday,
the “ Western  Mail » observed ;- We  are
glad to see that the local authoritics in Nor-

‘cuted,

aecidea to nre Signals ot listress, and also
put the “ not under control” lights at the
mast head. We could see Lynmouth and
Ilfracombe lights, in gtldition to the queland,
Bull and Mumble hts, but no notice was
taken by anyone on shore. The tide having
turned, we again drifted up Channel, and got
within five miles of Minehead, still sending
up rockets, and although we could with
glasses make out the Band Stand at that port,
_no notice was taken of our signals for assist-
ance. Towards midnight we had. drifted
across to the Welsh coast, and at last a New-
port Pilot came alongside and was asked by
the Captain to sail to Barry and inform them
we had broken down. Having the wind and
tide with us, we drifted until Barry Lights
could be seen and then two tug boats came
to our assistance and we landed about 1-15
a.m. (nearly eight hours from Ilfracombe
to  Barry).

There could be no excuse from anybody
on shore ; the night was clear and starry and
we could see the lights on the coast plainly.
Where were the coastguards, light-keepers
and others ?  This was not in the middle of
the night, but abdut 7 p.m. when we signalled.
I should Jike to know the excuse for not seeing
us.  This is what occurred in the Bristol
Channel, the busiest waterway of England.
That we wer~runninga grave nisk of losing the
steamer and our lives, can be gathered from
the fact that some time ago the High Court
awarded the Newport Pilot €75 for his servic o8

Yours, &c.,
“GOEMON."
Caneift, Doe, 2nel, 1000,

Letters from an  Owdooker,” Caplam .
Whitetield, and others, shall apprar anoout
next oassue,

Photo Posteards of the tunerals of the vie
time of the Thistlemor disaster, shewing the
rescued  Chief Enginee Stephenson,  and
Apprentice Mr. Minto, and also Capt. Yoo,
arcon sale at the " Gazette " Ofhce, DBideford.

THEFT FROM A BIDEFORD SUNDAY
SCHOOL.

Ata Claldren’s Conrt held at Bueleford on
Fhursday, before Messrs, W, . Joce (in the
charry, and Mess T. Goaman and (. Boyle,
Ceal Judd, aged 12, of Lansdowne Terrace
and Wni. Wolland, 11, of Meddon Street,
were charged by Superintendent Buchanan,
with steahng from a coat at the schoolronm at
tached to the Unpted Methodist ¢ hapel, Silver
strect, Bideford, on November 21 o, A tobaceo
pipe and pouch, the property of Percy Pickard
and  valued at two shillings. Defendants,
pleaded not guwilty.  P.C. Bastin saw  the
boys at the Old Town Schools, and after
cautioning them, Judd admitted taking the
things from a coat pocket and said Wolland
searched one pocket while he searched another
But Wolland denied this, and said he only
went an so far as the fornis, Percy Piclred
identitied (e porch o which he byl received
tom Iegmald helly, 18, Geneva, Place, to
whom Judd had given it on Monday morning,
saying he had found it. The Bench bound
defendants  over under (he Probation of
Offenders’ Act, and placed them under the
supervision of Inspector Heywoor, the pro-
bation officer.

Judd was further charged with stealing
at the same time and ‘place a bunch of keys
valued at five shillings, the property of Ralph
Pickard. The supt. of Police again prose-
There was a label attached to the
keys offering a reward of 5/-. Judd, on oath,
alleged that Wolland was the boy who -stole
the things and gave them to him.—The Bench

1
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tEe hour of mid-day.
. AOn Sunday special- sermons were preached
in the Wesleyan Chapel by the Rev. J. A,
Aldingten, in did .of the Wesleyan Foreign
Misionary Society. There were good congre-
gations throughout the day. and collections
were taken in aid of the Society’s Funds.
The Young Men's Bible Class, which was
for years successfully carried-on by the Rev.
H. M. Muller, has again been restarted in a
room adjoining the Vicarage on Sunday after-
noons. Mr. Hepworth, who is coming to
take up residence here, has taken charge of
the class, which has now met for the past
three or four Sundays. A large number have
already joined and “are still joining, and a
hearty invitation is given to any young
man who would like to attend. Under mr.
Muller the class did a power of good, and
there is every appearance of its doing the
same amount of good work again. judging
from the numbers who attend.

EAST PUTFORD.

At Bideford County Sessions on Tuesday,
before Mr. C. S, Carncgie (in the chair),
and other magistrates, John Andrew, farmer,
of Ilast Putford, was summoned for not bury-
ing a carcase of a horse and sheep, on Sep-
tember 17th last. —Defendant pleaded not
guilty.- P.C. Townsend deposed  that  he
visited a quarry close by defendant’s farm,
and there saw a carcase of a horse and sheep.
They were both expased, as part of the horse
had been caten away.  Wilness thought they
had been there al least a fortnight.  The
Bench imposed a fine of 3¢ "~ costs.

with 5/-
HARTLAND.

Annual Missionary Sermons were
to Providence United Methodists on Sunday,
December 5th, by Mr. Elliott and Mr. Rogers,
of Woolsery.  On Tuesday they were favoured
with a visit from Rev. Frank Dymond, one
of the China Missionaries, on furlough. Rev.
R.E. Wilton presided. A public tea followed.
In the evening there was a large gathering.
Reg. R. 5. Wilton cxpressed regret at the

preached

unavoidable absence of the Pastor. The
annual report was very satisfactory.  The
Missionary gave a thrilling story of the work

ol the Missionaries during the Boxer rising in
1900, The Missionary was clad in Chinese
costume at the evening meeting, and sang a
solo m Chinese. The mectings were agreat
success, contnibutions, ete, to the \llsx.lrmury
I'und amounting .lo about £13.
The Church of England Band
children were responsible for the production
ol wn excellent Service  of song, entitled
“Teddy's Button” on Monday, Dec. 6th.
The connective readings were pgiven by the
Vicar; and the lantern was manipulated by
Mr. W H. Cann.  Solos were sung by the
Rev. J. L. Gregory and Mr. W.A. Bond, and
a duet b the Misses D, Mogre and N. Sanders.
Mrs. Luff was the dccompanist. A full house
was evidently interested,  The admission was
free hut a collection to defray expenses was
made,
Owing to diunage cansed by (e storns,
PEartlned seas Jiat woelo ent off from telegraphic
communication.  The coast gunard communi-
cation circait also broke down,

INSTOW.

At Barnstaple Rural Pistrict Council on
Friday, Mr. .. C. Davie presiding, Instow
Parish Council wrote that they considered
the Barnstaple Water Company’s scheme for
supplying Instow was the more feasible and
satisfactory of the two schemes before them,
but they took it Fremington would become
responsible for a moicty ?  They did not
consider it would he necessary to provide a
ram to supply Worlington, as there was no
lack of water there. - Mr. Arundell Clarke
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tham are taking the matter up with deter- [ ordered Judd to receiye six strokes with the (Fremington) did not consider iffair that | and Co., ]
mination. The  agitation should not e | birch. S Fremington should e called upon to pay [ is being o
allowed to drop until the Board of Trade half the guarantee. It was decided to carry | throughout
has been compelled to put the lighting and B.A.A.C. out the tcréns of the resolution at the last [ more accep
watching of the coasts, not only,in the Bristol An i S5t ~ntati s made in | Me¢ting and forward both schemcs to the | man's Pure
Channel, but all round the c}(';\mtry, on an th(.:\nClll;\l::rc;;ggfnSrzf‘cn’iglfll?gd;vasla::drlLwlrn Local Government Board. Sold in B
efficient, humane, national basis. The coast- Harry Stécey who K% for s.omcy ~cars."b‘een' Before His Honour Judge Beresford, at grocers (sp
dwellers of North Devon are forming a band connected with the Association )w% re- | Barnstaple County Court on Tucsday, Colonel | sill’s Stores,
of voluntary watchers under the Vicar of sented by Capt ’Vlercﬁéld on behalf ofpthe Loveband, of Instow, sued M. (. Biggs, of | Street, and
Northam. That is splendid of them. They Aembers witg .a‘ha.ndson;e walnut striking | [1fracombe, to recover £40 damages, repre- | Lower Med,
are putting the Government of the greatest regulation clock, on the occasion of his rccen% senting the valuc of a pony which, it was falgar Hou
maritime nation in the world to shapn i, The present was - supplied by alleged, had to be killed in consequence of [ Turral, bo
. - 3 3 fer R injurics received through the ‘negligence of rocer ; Ha

A I;ELTb}l{AT too Jarge ‘or too small 5 | " ¥+ V_Cole, jeweller, Mill Street, 1the driver of defendant’s motor-car.— There gupply Stor
uncomiortable. Herbert Ellis, 48, Mill St. . its | thag ro nter claim for £210s., it being alleged | Kilkhampton
Bideford, is now senmg smart shape hats ll; New Stqck ():f M@’S Ready-to—wear Suits that the pony kicked the car.’—hf,tergheagng ward Hg =
half'sizes.  Way 1ot get a hat that fits, | for the winter just arrived at The Shop for | a number of witnesses, a verdict was given | land—Griffit

they cost no more !

Ay

1378 4 Value.

Men’s Suits from 13/6

t037/6. a3790 I fo

T plainfiff, the counter claim

being dismissed, grocer, Fore
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MEETING OF PROTEST
ON SYSTEM OF COAST
WATCHING.

ROYAL COMMISSION ASKED FOR.

SPEECHES BY MR. SOARES AND MR.

G. BORWICK.
DRASTIC CHANGES NECESSARY.

[CoNTINUED FrOM Pace 2]

OUR UNWATCHED COAST.—A Public
meeting will be held in the Townhall, Bide-
ford, on Thursday next, December 9th,
at 5-30 p.m., for the purpose of deciding
what steps may be taken to put an end to
the present deplorable inefficient system,

#¥and to ensure better watchiug of the coast.
The Mayor of Bideford (Joshua Heywood,
Esq., J.P.), will preside.  'W. T. Charlewood

- hon. secretary, pro.tem.

“

In response to a circular couched in the
above terms, there was a crowded attend-
ance at the place and time mentioned. The
Mayor (Mr. J. Heywood) was supported by
Mr. E. ]J. Soares, m.p., Mr. G. Borwick (pro
spective Unionist condidate), Mrs. Borwick,
Messts. H. C. Whitehead (local hon. secretary
of the Lifeboat Institution), G. W. F. Brown
(North Devon Coroner), C. S. Carnegie, W. T.

Charlewood, Rev. T. Newton Leeke (rector
of Bideford), Rev. G. Scholey, ‘Rev. R. W,
Sealy (vicar of Abbotsham), Rev. E. K.

Botwood (London), Messr. W. B. Incledon
Webber, J. Cock, H. R. Bazeley, J. M. Meth-
erell, T. H. Kelly (Appledore), H. N. .
Stucley, P. K. Harris (Appledore), S. Fulford,
(Chairman of Northam Urban Council), G.
Boyle, T. Goaman, T. A. Goaman, . M.
Bazeley, A. G. Duncan, Rev. G. Warren,
Mr. R. Blackmore, and a large number of
local mariners, with Captain T. Yco, late of
the Thistlemor.

The Mavor said a,most appalling calamity
had happened in the bav, by which 21 noble
live had been lost. What they felt very
keenly was that a sufficient provision for
watching the coast was not provided. - (Hear,
hear). They were summoned there to con-
sider and decide upon measures to be taken
to put an end to the present deplorable state
of things.

The Mavor 1cad letters from several
gentlemen svmpathizing with the movement
and the following were also received -

St. Agnes, Cornwall, Dec. 8th, 1909.
Dear Mr. Mavor,—I am pleased to sec by
*“The Western Morning News " that a

public meeting will be held to-morrow re-
specting the ‘“ unwatched coast,” and at
which you will kindly attend. Iam writing
this as owner of the Gonlaze, which vessel
many attending your meeting will remem-
ber was lost in your bay. The loss of life
In this case was most sad. The loss of the
lives of the two men who got on shore
alive and who were not seen or found
earlier occurs to me of the most sad. I do
hope the result of your meeting will be that
in due course an arrangement will be ar-
rived at to give every satisfaction to our
great seafaring population. In the event
of a Board of Trade inquiry being held on
the Thistlemor it is to be hoped the owners
will be well represented, and thet this im-
portant question will be thoroughly gone
into, and that your member of Parliament
be asked to attend.—Yours faithfully,
J. HITCHINGS.
The following was also read —
Bude, December 8th, 1909.

Dear Sir,—I am glad to see you are con-

vening a public merting to protest against

the statement with surprise, that there was
no statutory responsibility on any public de-
partment of State, for the efficient watching
of the coast of this country.—(* Shame.")
When they considered these things, and the
mixed up’ jurisdiction with regard to this
coast watching, they must come to the con:
clusion there was something very wrong.——
(Hear, hear). Reference had been made to
the inquiries. To give them an example of
the muddled manner in which these things
weie conducted, he would explain that those
mquiries, ordered by the Board of Trade,
were presided over by a local magistrate, who
was assisted by Admiralty’ assessols, who
were in the majority on the Bench.  Prac-
tically that meant they took steps to inquire
into the efficiency of men paid who were by
the Admiralty, and the gentlemen they set
over them:to be their judges were also paid
by the Admiralty. He did not for one
moment  say the distinguished  Admirals
who came down on these inqui.ies from time
to time did not do their dutv, but he did not
think a. public department a proper depart-
ment to judge of its own efficiency, and he
agreed with Ap. Whitehead's remarks in re-
gard to the unlikelihood of these inquiries
being ¢f much good. The Gonlaze had been
mentioned in a letter read at that meeting.
He remembered that well, and there was no
doubt m regard to the Gonlaze flares were
used, and the cire umstance under which those
men .met their death sent a thrill of horror
throughout the whole of North Devon, They
remembered the poor fellow who climbed up
the cliffs, to be found dead inYa field at the top,
and another poor fellow's body was washed
ashore and found, when still warm, bv a little
chitdd.  Then what had they in regard to the
Thistlemor 2 They had coastguards at Hart
land, Clovelly, Peppercombe, Westward Ho
Appledore, Saunton, and Croyde, taking them
all round the bay | coastguards at Lundy,
and a Board of Trade station at Mortehoe,
with coastguards at Ifracombe and lifeboats
at (‘Invn-ll\',\ Appledore, Braunton, and Ilfra
combe.  With all that a steamer came into
that*small bay and was wrecked,  whilst
rockets were gent up, according to the evidence
given, and flares were shown, but 21 lives
were Jost, with all that CXpense of mamtaming
the coactgnard and lifeboats ' He did not
fof one moment reflect on the conrage and
bravery of the Clovelly  hifeboat  crew
(applause) and it would not be in his mouth
to say for one moment that any coastguard
had been guilty of dereliction of duty.
7

DRASTIC CHANGES NECESSARY.

He was not there t, attempt to make a
scapegoat of any particular man or class of
men, but they were met to attack: the system,
and to try to remedy that system. - (Applanse

He ventured to say drastic changes were
NECESSAry. ";\::;yhm\e-,. There thl-j,' lived
practically on  the seaboard. They  were

proud of the fact they had supremacy of the
sea, and were never tirml of singing *“ Bnit-
annia rules the waves,"” and in addition to
that he ventared to say they were honestly
proud of the great merchant service which be-
longed to the country.  After referring to the
value of that service, the hon. member said
he did so not by way of boast, but to put
before them that if they were going to have a
really effective system of watching in the
cuun'try It would cost a large sum of money,
and would mean a considerable charge on the
National Exchequer. But they would have
to consider, and the country would have to
consider, whether they were going to allow
terrible calamities such as had just happened
in Barnstaple Bay, or whether, having regard
to their pride in” their merchant navy, they
were going to be prepared to pay for a national
and effective system of coast watching.- -
Voices : “ Pay”'y  He thought they would
be prepared to pay, if the matter were put
before them,and to do that he suggested the
formation of an association for the more
effective watching of their coasts. It would
be the duty of the members of that association
to get subscriptions together, and arouse feel-
ing all over the country, and he thought
there was a lot of work in front of them.
The object of that association would be to
obtain a Royal Commission to inquire nto
the matter, and to go into the jurisdiction

of the Admiraltv and the Board of Trade

COMMITTEE FORMED.

On the motion of Mr. T. GoaMAN, seconded
by Mr. G. W. VINCENT, the followin.g com-
mittee was formed in connection with the
matter :—The Mayor of Bideford, Messrs. E. ]
Seares, G. Borwick, H. N. G. Stucley, S.
Fulford, C. S. Carnegie, Rev. M. D. Dimond-
Churchward, A. J. Duncan, J. C. T.»Heriz-
Smith, ,T. Pollard, Rev. W. Sealy, Capt.
Whitfield, Capt. Dark (Instow), F. Lee,
G. N. Tucker, P. Parsons, Capt. Prideaux
Brune, Dr. Valentine, Rev. G. Scholey and
T. H. Kelly, with power to add. Mr. W.

T. Charlewood was appointed hon. sécretary.
Letters supporting the movement were
received from Rear-Admiral Smyth, Col.
Temple, Col. Wilson-Hoare, Mr. H. Grant,
whilst Rev. E. K. Botwood, vicar of St. Mark’s
Victoria Park, London, offered to provide
watchers on his own account for Westward
Ho ! until something further could be done.
Col. Wilson Hoare sent a contribution towards
the fund being raised for the expenses.

———

PROTEST OF NORTHAM COUNCIL.

a meeting of Northam {rban District
Council on Thursday, the Chairman (Mr. S.
Fulford, c.c.), said he thought it their duty
as a public body to make their protest against
the insufficient watching of the coast. -
(Hear, hear). Therefore he moved -

That the Northam Urban District Coun-
cil strongly urge that measures may be
taken without delay to sccure an efficient
watch, with proper means -of communi-
cation, being kept along the North Devon
coast for vessels in distress, the Council
being convinced that the lack of such watch
occasioned loss of life in past years,, and
also the loss of many lives on the founder-

Ing of the Thistlemor on the 3rd inst., lives

that it s fully belicved could have been

saved had the Clovelly lifeboat been in-
formed of this in time ; and that copies of
this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister,
the President of the Board of Trade, and

Mr. E. J. Soares, M.P., with the request

that they wijl go their utmost to remedy

the present state of atfairs, which is con-

sidered by the whole neighbourlsod to he a

disgrace to the country. )

Col. Bex~eT, seconding, referred to the
ternible tragedy which had happened on their
coast, and said the whole thing appearcd to
him to be due to want of ¢fficient watching,
and he was sure if there was any ‘way in
which they could supplement the coastguard
at tune  of emergency there were hundreds
of men i that place who would willingly lend
their services for such a purposc. If there
was any difficulty in increasing  the coast-

At

guard to  their proper establishment they
might do something in that way.—(Hear,
hear).

Mr. P. K. Hagrris sard they did not know

whether the present Government would BO
In again or not, and he suggested the reso-
ution should at the same time be sent to the
Hon. A. J. Balfour. - This suggestion was
agreed to, and with the addition the reso-
lution was unanimously adopted.

STIRRING APPEAL BY CAPT. YEO.
Captain Yeo, of Exeter, late in command of

the Thistlemor, writes 10 us. as follows « —
" 3rd December, 1909, 9-145 p.m., —Police

Northam, Devon, wires, Thistlemor wrecked
Bideford Bay, all hands supposed lost, four
bodies washed ashore at Northam. Please,
send someone to identify them. Please pro-
ceed there and wire ys fully, am informing
police that you are coming.”

" Such was the telegram I received, 1
accordingly proceeded to Northam, to find
that the fine steamer I had previously cotn-
manded had got into difficulties during the
hurricane of the previous night, when onlp a
few miles off Hartland, and lights in houses
on shore quite visible to those on hoard.
Although rockets were continually sent up,
and flares burnt from midnight to 6-30 a.m.,
no one saw them till the latter houi, when the
hifeboat was promptly lauuched, and put out,
but—it was too late !

" Twenty-one precious lives were lost, after
a hard struggle for Iife, and after walting
honirs for a recrnnce femoe ot 0 et
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i'nto, and that your member of Parliament
be asked to attend.—Yours faithfully,_

J. HITCHINGS.

The following was also read :—

Bude, December 8th, 1909.

Dear Sir,—I am glad to see you are con-
vening a public mecting to protest against
the deplorably inefficient system of ** look-
out "around this coast, and hope your con-
tinued agitation may bring abouf a better
state of things. A native of Bude assured
me to-day that he saw signal rockets on
the night or rather early morning, the
Thistlemor was lost, when on his way from
Clovelly to Bude, and when abouf Bax-
worthy Cross, or along therc. He arrived
home about two o'clock, and reports it was
a terrible night. Evidently he saw the
signal rockets several hours before the
unfortunate steamer foundered.— Yours
faithfully, W. Banbury.

UL tmusvugiy  guse

Lifeboat Secretary’s Explaration.

Mr. H. C. WHITENEAD, as local hon. secre
tary of the Lifeboat Institution, said he would
like to make a puhlic explanation on a subject
upon which ther- appeared fo be an exira
o dinay amonat of misconception, viz., that
the Lifcboat [nstitution were 1 anv way
answerable for the watch kept around their
coast. Iie thought they would agree with him
that it would be obviously unjust to divert
funds subscribed by a charitable public for
the provision and up-keep of life-boats and
stations, to maintain a large army of men to
help as watch round the British Isles. (Hear,
hear). Referring to the Board of Trade's
inquirics into the loss of the Phyllis Gray and
Madel~ine, he asked them what wag the result?

Absolut~ly nothing was done, and the onlv
information elicitrd was that the primary
duty of the coastguard was to put down smug- |
ghag, and not to keep watch ronnd the coast
for the purposs of reporting vessels in distgenss. |
(Shame).  But it was ehaited also that the |
very obvions duty of reporting vessels an |
distress had crept into the duoties of (
coastgnard since the Royal National Tafeboat
Institution came into existence., Personally,
he was of opinion there was not a single coast - ’

guard on their coastline who would jeopardize
his position to such an extent; or would be
s0 inhuman, as not to report a vessel in dis :
aress, provided he saw it, and the Lifeboat |
Institution was very deeply sensible of the |
very great assistance 1t had alwaye received |
from the coastguard at different periods of ats |
existence.  But the bottom of the whole
difficulty lay in the fact that for the sake of
cconomy the Government had cut down the
«coastguard to such an extent as to render st
practically a ncegative quantity. - (Hear, hear,
and ** No, no.) But they could not lay all
the blame of this on the cpastguard. It was,
as he had constantly said, the system which
appeared to him to be wrong.  There were
several would-be subscribers to the Lifeboat
Funds who this year had withheld their
subscriptions under the impression that the
Lifeboat Imotitution was responsible for the
look-out round the coast. Mr. Whitchead
went on to detail the circumstances upon
which they did sometimes on rough nights
put on a watchman on their own. There the
power was given to the coxswain of No. 1
Lifeboat at Appledore, and on Thursday
night they had a watchinan on the whele
night.  The present state of things he charac-
terized as not only a scandal, but a national
disgrace.—(Applause).

MR. SOARES, M.P.

Mr. E. J. Soares, M.P., said there they
belonged to no political party, but lo the
party of humanity, and they were going to do
what in them lay to remedy the existing statc |
ofi things. He would like to explain that at
present the coast watching was managed by
two departments—the Admiralty and the
Board of Trade—and the coastguards were
under the Admiralty, and in the event of
great public international commotion, or in
the event of war, could be at once removed
from their posts and takgn to their ships.
The duties of those men, ‘as appeared from
various departmental reports, were to protect
the revenue and man the war stations round
the coast, but the Admiralty denied, and al-
ways had denied, that it was fart of their
duty to keep an effective watch on the coasts.
The Board of Trade arsanged for and looked
after those stations in"which life-saving ap-

paratus was kept. But he wanted them to
<bserve, and he was certain many would hear’

UC LLC UULy 01 Lie MEemDETs 01 that association
to get subscriptions together, and arouse feel-
ing all over the country, and he thought
there was a lot of work in front of them.
The object of that association would be to
obtain a Royal Commission to inquire into
the matter, and to go into the jurisdiction
of the Admiralty and the Board of Trade.
Such a commission would thoroughly investi-
gate the whole matter. As a 1esult of the
Royal Commission he hoped they would be
able to get the responsibility once and for all
put upon some great Government depart-
ment, so that when things went wrong they
would know whom to attack and whom to go
for. If they procecded in the way he thought,
out of evil would come good. Tf they were
successful in obtaining a Royal Commission
and the appointment of one ultimately led
to the necessary legislation, then that meeting
would not have been held in vain, He pro-
posed :— : .

That this meeting hears with dismay the
unsatisfactory system of coast watching
for which, apparently no authority accepts
responsibility, and pledges itself to take
every possible means to put an end to the
present state of affairs.

RESOLUTION SECONDED AND CARRIED.

Mr. Georoe Borwick scconded the T¢SO-
lution, and said how deeply he sympathised
with the relatives of the unfortunate men who
had perished in- the Thistlemor disaster. It
was one of those sad cases which had occurred
all too frequently on the North Devon coast,
and 1t was all the more regrettable because
such a great loss of ife might have been
avouded.  He expressed the greatest admir
ation for the Clovelly Lifeboat crew, who did

all they could in the carcumstances, and he’

feIt much cradit was due to the men of the
Arndale, who saved nine hves, (Applause).
Mr. H.N. G. Stireeey, supporting, referred

to Mr. Soares' remarks in regard to the
quinies, of one ot which he was one of the
magistrates appomted by the Admiralty,  He

agreed to a great extent with what Mr. Soares
sard with regard to the nhility of these mquiries
but he did not know that he agreed with him
altogether that 1t was the fault of the com
position of the court, but rather that they
were tied down to a {ew limited points on
which they were to” report, Consequently,
the report was not as Jong as the public
geneml expected. Mr. Soares was right in his
description that the coastguard’s duty was not
connected primanly, at any rate, with watch
g the coast, and he thought the present
wdea wan rather to gronp them in signal sta-
tians, and to make them nto efficient coast
watchers.  He went on to criticise the position
of the “look out ™ hut at Hartland, which
only gave a himited view, while the station it
Hartland Quay, which was an ideal place, no
longer existed. He did not sneer at the
agricultural labourers placed on the look-out
at Hartland, but they were not the same for
that kind of work as tramed seamen.  He
had no doubt that i other places there were
plenty of coastguards who had very hittle
to do, and would be much better employed
at such dangerous posttions as theirs. e
heartily hoped that that would b the last
time they would have to neet together to
make a protest without anything coming of
it. —(Applause).

Mr. S. FurrokD said that to witness the
pathetic scenes which he had at Northam in
connection with the wreck, and to know the
cause, was enough to make an Englishman’s
blood boil. He urged that all possible in-
flucnce should be brought on headguarter.,
to prevent a recutredee of such a calamity,
but, if ne notice was taken, he beReved they
could form a band of volunteers, who would
watch over the safcty of their brothers in
danger on the deep.—/(Applause).

Mr. P. K. Hagris (Appledore) supported
the motion.

The Rev. R, W. SeaLy (Abbotsham) said
that one of the best mcthods for shelving a
question was to relegate it to a Royal Com-
mission. Something should be done while
the Commission was sitting. If it was not
the coastguard’s duty to watch at present,
it should be made part of their duty until
legislation on the matter was instituted.

Mr. KeLLY (of the Shipwrecked Mariners'
Society, Appledore) thought there were many
wealthy shipping owners in the Bristol
Channel who would subscribe a sufficient
amount to provide a watch for the coasts.

The MAvoR then put the resolution, which
was carried unanimously.

Altnough rockets were continually sent up,
and flares burnt from midnight to 6-30 a.m.,
no one saw them till the latter hour, when the
lifeboat was promptly lauuched, and put out,
but—it was too late!

“ Twenty-one precious lives were lost, after
a hard struggle for life, and after waiting
hours for a response from shore to their ap-
peals for help.” But nonc came! The ship
sank, carrying with her these noble men, mak-
ing many deceased wives widows, causing
sorrowful homes, and fatherless children in
many families, and all through a neglect of
the authorities to maintain a proper organised
system of look out and patrol of our coasts
by our coastguards.

“ Once the coastguard warned the life-
boatmen that a ship wanted assistance, it

would have been sent, and in this case all |

hands would, I am firmly convinced, have
been saved. And this scandalous neglect
of coast patrol, which one naturally thin
devolves on our coastguards, has been goir]1§
on for years! And this, despite the many
lives which have been lost, and which might
have been saved ; despite the Coroner's
comments and juries’ verdicts, expressing
disgust at the existing apathetic look-out :
and despite Board of Trade inquiries and
appeals to the Board of Trade to, remedy this
gricvance.  Now it is admitted to be a nation-
al scandal, and must be remedied !

“Shame on you, mighty England | Mis-
tress of the scas, you who are prilcti(‘ally de-
pendent for your vVery cxistence on  your
mercantile marine to allow this scandal to go
on, and take no notice of it !

“You police your streets, but you can't
your coasts. You can keep  look-out  for
smugglers, which you never find, for that
day is practically past, and you iguore the
liability to appoint a look-out for our sea-
men n distress '

" My sad and painfol mission is about over.
It has lasted about a wes k, and I only wish
that those responsible to the State for this
grave scandal conld have gone  through it
with me, and then, perhaps, they would rea-
hise what is expected of them, and what they
are paid to do.

" The telephone and telegraph have been
continually bringing me messages of another,
body ‘washed ashore, anxious inquiries from
relatives and friends, notices to attending for
identification and inquests and burials. Then
there has been the writing to relatives and
friends. It has been such an experience that 1
feel it a duty to Bye publicity to it; gruesome
as it is, 1n the hope that, by doing so, some
change may take place in the present dis-
graceful state of affairs. ’

“In this beautiful nceighbourhood of Kings-
ley's tame, and the birth-place of Amyas Leigh

of whom every boy loves to read, and whose
daring exploits, as récounted in Westward Ho!
has inspired many a fine boy to take to the
st as a profession- -has occurred 2 calamity
without parallel in the knowledge of the oldest
inhabitant, and which, as admitted by all
practical men who know the facts of the case,
could have been avoided, The sad circum-
stances connected with this catastrophy will
assuredly dampen the ardour of many youth-
ful aspirant of the sea, and cause him to fear
it. “ The powers that be * wonder why there is
such a decline of British sailors in the mer-
chant marine !

"I wonder when these 21 are added to the
already long list of victims of this vicinity
whether the toll of life will be sufficiently
heavy to warmgnt an inquiry, and to effect a
reorganisation pf the coastguard service ?

“ Readers) had | the means and time, |
would readily go further into this matter. I
think vou all agree that this is a question
beyond any party or creed. | trust that the
weighty, fcarless and noble comments made
by the Coroner at the various inquests of thesc
poor victims, and the beautiful and eloquent
appeal made by the clergy of Northam, both
in the Church and at the graveside, and this
appeal of mine, will stir you to approach those
that are in the position to demand from the
proper authoritics a thorough and efficic nt
look-out and patrol of our coasts, and by so
doing lend a helping hand to try to rescue our
sailors in distress.

“ Yours truly, \
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rain. ‘(‘(\(\l‘)"lﬂ ';'\,’,“','f“ 1y, 11‘_'“; “' .\“ “\‘l'- P party, will hrne resolute  po ? Coroner.  We are 'lell sick cvi these terrible
. by ll« 1 deepest sympathy,)” rom Ar. Government T 1 neh steps i % r«m~.r~,)m-1w;v~>_r)f a.dly}(lvd duty. If the Coast-
tren, | combe, and many mrl-n'uln: I marners broug it vent such heart-rendmg incidents in g ’ punrd, with its primary duty to the Anmir-
cath | flowers. talty, cannot, will not, or must not fulfil the
ken- Officer’s Body Removed. Utk demanded of it by the Board of Trade,
feel The bodv of Mr. T. tveland, one o [ then the Board of Trade must do its own
way, | officers of the Thistlemor, was removed oo | coastwatching.,  There is no need to drown
luty | Northam o Si. Helen's) Lancashire, for | © ) Mr. Winston Churchill if only he will agree
5 be | burial on Wednesday, Mr. Charles |y '{'u re duce the ' price of Adt_nira.lty," which j
(brother) and Mr. Joha Bate ‘hrother in low " |1 this case exacts the terfible penalty of |
but | taking charge of the remains. I twenty souls, to say“nothing, of widows and
ered == . i | orphans. g N i
“%|  VOLUNTARY WATCHING FORCE. i | Continued on Pages 3 and 8.
1 o f
hem —— T
yes, At Northa: n Thursday the foHowine u i
Bt - Northam on Thursday HORON ) ; o e 4 l Apvice 10 MOTHERS.—ATre you broken in |
PUt | notice was pubiished I' i g he no doubl thal the pressnt N : e 5 hil fori f he |
ki Co st L | iy s *6r dfasiic refor | your rest by a sick child suffering from t e |
WATCHING THE COAST. ' s e TEOHE { pain of cutting tceth ? Go at once to a |
1 his Parish of Northam.— A\ band of volun ? Chemist ard get a bottle of Mrs. WinsLow's
ham teers called ™ Watchers of the Coznst i 5 - 0 T " | SooTHING Syrup. It will relieve the poor
for being  enrolled  for  immediate  ser { .GENT'S Suits to measure. Hundreds of | sufferer immediately. It ® pleasant: to |
had pending an official action -t patterns to sclect from.  Prices from. 21s.* taste, it produces natural quiet sleep by re- |
were ment and the county Y upwards. Satisfactory style and fit guaran- i licving the child from pain and the little
over 20 years of age arc requested to enrol | teed.  Ask to see patterns at Herbert Elli's | cherub wakes up as bright ag a button. Of
themselves Without delay.  Names may be ; The Tailor and Outfitter, Bideford. a3790 all Chemists, 1/14 per bottle. .
/ |
Short Special List of “Ye Olde X Ch "
or PECla 1st O € e Imas €ere.
b €@ . ' ’
Man wants but little here below, '
This can be obtained at But wants that little  guid.” - '
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w telephone was, and could have | Verren, Glover, Shortridge, Ridge, Shute,
hv?a(\:(;? tt:u: hel]‘p I(-JID only heard it ring the | Crang, Babb, Tatem, Schillers, Lewis, Day L [ ]
RD BAY VV RE CK once. He did not use the telephone again | and Fredk. Tanner.—Messrs. W. Glover and
® [ until late in the morning, when it was all right. | T. Ridge, of Bideford, were the undertakers.
. The Coroner : It righted itself ?—1 cannot There was a crowded congregation, and
n sav. large numbers could not gain admission to the

THRTLLING RESCUE WORK

OFF WITH ROPE FOR HELP.

INQUESTS. 3 '

YSTEM STERNLY CRITICISED

GALLANT LAD SWIMS

£
THE

LOOK-OUT4 |

AMAZING ADMISSIONS.

THIRTEEN FUNERALS ‘AT‘ NORTHAM,

TOUCHING SCENES.

CLERGYMAN'S OUTSPOKE N PR

The Sunderland steamer Thistlemor, which[ How many times did you s 7 Twice
left Cardiff on Thursday, December 2ngl, at fn'lrlu rf]rx,}k on | 1y mory vithoan |
. s r ., ] L interval of about five |
bound for Capteown with 3,000 tons of coal, Did yon  sce any rock v, had |
i

foundered as was reported last week in the
terrific gale in the carly hours of Friday morn-
ing.
the Captain of the steamship Arndale, of
Whitby, which vessel hove (o and managed
a lifeboat,

I seen rockets I should he

they were signals of distress
A flare is a signal of dist

When all the rockets are expended it 1
d you communicate what you har

—[ reported it to- Clovelly at 4-15

me about a quarter of an hour from 1

TeSS. 18 it net?
T 5, 18 1 10t

Her signals of distress were sighted by

to save ten men who put off in
but one—a fireman—died almost immediately
after being taken on board the Arndale. The
other twenty hands, including the Captain, ) . . } .
went down with the vessel.  The Captain’s Did you see signals after that 7 - Yes. When
2body was recovered on Braunton Burrows, and | I rang up Clovelly and conversed with the |
most of the others on Westward Ho ! Sands, | Watchrnan, we differed on points whether they
At the inquest at Northam on Wednesday, | wWere signals of distress or not.  Then 1t took
it transpired that the blue flares from the | M¢ 15 minutes to go down again to my look-
Thistlemor were seen by the Coastguard, | 0ut. Then I saw the lights ag -‘-am‘:l'
|
|
|

Did the message get through all ri
Yes; sir, at that time.

but were not recognised as signals of distress. direction, several times.
, What did you think it

was
could not make any more out of the

SWAM WITH LIFE-LINE.

Mr. D. Rees, Coroner, held an inquest at
Barry Dock on Monday evening respecting
the death of George Woodburn, one of the
crew of the steamer Thistlemor, who was
killed when being rescued from the sea by the
$.s. Arndale on Friday morning.

Mr. J. J. Handcock, who represented the
owners of the steamer, expressed on their
behalf sympathy with the relatives ofthe
deceased. T can scarcely say (added Mr.
Handcock! how much I appreciate the gallant

1 a

did at first.  They were flare-ups with }
lights. T went to telephone again, and could
not get anyvone.

You could telephone both we
not necessary. It is often an uption in
the wires. Sometimes we get Bideiord Post-
Office at the'same time we want to get Clos

You could not get Clovelly >—No,

Replying to further questions witness said
at six o'clock he called his relief and consulted
about the lights. There were only seven
occupants at Pennercombe. and he did not |

7—It~was

out to the telephone. ' I
|
|
|
|

sending up tt

Witness said hp came off duty at five.—
Replying to the foreman, witness said there
were places where a vessel would have to be
3 miles off to be seen from Clovelly, and al-
though the station was 300 feet above 2]1v Red
Lion, 1t was possible to look along the cliff
from the Red Lion in a wayv which they could
not look down over the cliff from the look-
out,

Mr. Friendship : Practically your look-out
station is like the Westward Ho ! coastguard
reported his was;in the wrong place ?—It is
not for to say that.

In answer to other questions witness said
he should he calling the life-boat every half
‘times 1if he reported pilot flares to

me

hour som
them, and 1t was very hard to distinguish
when thev were a long wav off.
Coasty I Noaw, recalled, said he did not
one ont of order or log 1t.

‘Richard Booth,
from 12 midni;
signals of distre
At one in the

on dnty at
ht to 5 a.m,,
s not rockets,

morning  he

/a passing vessel's mast-head light, He
no telephonic communication. Morte
was open to that look-out, ’

Cardner, who yelieved
the last v aw nothing, and only hearrl
ot the passing mast-head hght of the steamer

reported,

Coastguard  Ja

tness, s
1tr 3,

ndence of the ricoverv of the bodies was

t 1 given 3 .
Coroner’s Scathing Comment. .
umming up, said they had

enlightened by the evi
nard at Peppercombe,
told the

nd, as he had

to the coastguard at
Lt ard seen.  Then he retnrned
post, saw them again, attempted to
mtcate and told them he could not get
rough, but the telephone appeared to have
got into working order agajn later. It was
bad enough to t! as they did the other

d als of distress had not he

, that these
+

nore terrible to think they
then no help was forth-

were observy
coming as th
Hear, hear)))
boat went out as th
a private ind

ad heard that the li
result of being called by
dual, and was practically only
to have probably
twenty lives. It
tter of a few minutes
coxswain, and ope of
voard the Arndale saw
the lifeboat coming. which was just when the
other v had gone down. He was glad
to public were taking the matter up,
for it got to an absolute public scandal to
think that ve :r vessel came down there,
best and most approv
gnals of not one or two, &r three,
but dozens, and for hours—and nothing came

TVIVOors getting

bments,

of that observation.—

Church. Nearly all the seamen who were in
port at Appledore attended, and those who
were away were rgpresented by their wives.
Owners and crews of the Bidelord Fishing
Fleet. were also present, and many other seq.
faring men walked out from Bideford.
Rev.  Preb. DimondA(‘,hurch\vm'd, Vicar,
conducted the service at the Church. In the
course of an address, he said that was one of
the most solemn moments of his life. During
the forty years he had been Vicar of that
Parish he had never known such a terrible
result of a storm as that which had happened
during the past week.  Many lives had been
lost since he had been Vicar of that parish,
an unnecessary number it seemed to him
vather, and this case was the saddest of all,
The lives had been cut oft suddenly and un-
wectedly of the young men whose hodies
lay i the yard. Dealing with the uncertainty
of life, the preacher urged that now, as the
tick of the cock recorded those solemn mio-
was the acesnted time.  They stood
tace to tace with thejr Sreator, and looking on
a scene which would never be fu})’g()tt(")l.

oy

Other clergy officiated at’ the gravesides,
the bodies of Foster and de Leau being buried
together in one grivg in the higher part of the
Churchyard, and the other thrée, comrades
in death as in life, in one grave in “ The
Sailors'Gronnd,” whfze so many storm victims
he at both sites overlooking the Lay
and within hearing of the sca beating on the
Pebble Ridue beaeath.  The chief mourner

e
rest,)

weres Mreo M. Wawn (supermtendent of the
Albyn Line), with '.'xl-\um wilked Capt. Yeco,
of | , the late Captain of the Thistlemor,

Ct g
of the ill-fat «d vessel ta b
Minto, also one &f the
. o brother of sccond ¢ cer ;
Mrs. Chambers, the mother of his fiancec,
from Sunderland ; J. Vowell, of Sunderland ;
and two brothers of the young man Ayrton.
Among the local people present was Mr. S.
Fulford, c.c., Chaitman of Northam Council ;
Major Lindsay, Capts. Whitcficld Bideford),
Hutchings and Serbe; the Rev., W. Burton
"Congrc;{ational] Minister, Appledore), Messrs.
T. H. Kelly (Appledore, representing  the
Shipwrecked  Mariners’ Society), Harvey
'Sailors’ Rest, Appledore), J. Prance (harbour-

gineer Stephenson, | only officer

cd ;o Ap rentice
Mr

TVIVOrS

] Jas.
the

master, Bideford), Lieut. Newcombe, r.N.,
J. Payne, R. M. Esdaile, Puncher, stanbury,

Hislip, Mr. and Mrs., Baxter, J. B. Penhor-
wood, Bailey, Hocken, Yeo, Cawsey, Barrett,
Barber, Griffiths, Craver (2), Lewes, J. H.
Cole, J. Uren and Schilliers.

A handsome wreath bore the inscription,
" With deep sympathy and regret, from the
Chairman and Owners of the Albyn Line
(Limited).” and on the graves of the second
engincer and steward were placed beautiful
floral wreaths and crosses with inscriptions
which read : ** To Alf, from his broken-hearted

?

#

A «

CARRIA(

HIGH-CL.

- ' Official Rep:

mor, Mr. J.

were enclosed in a
coffin, with brass

in the churchyard.

Funeral of the
The funcral of the Cay
Anderson,

washed up on Saunton S
Wednesday at Braunton,

hanc

mount




‘ .

{

IRP—

prwma

# over, and he then saw that the boat had cap

crew ol the steamer [histlemor, who was
killed when being rescued from the sea by the
8.s. Arndalc on Friday morning.

Mr. J. J. Handcock, who represented the
owners of the steamer, expressed on their
behalf ;sympathy with the relatives of the
deceased. ‘I can scarcely say (added Mr.
Handcock) how much I appreciate the gallant
and successful efforts of the Captain and crew
of the Arndale in effccting the rescue of nine
men.”’ .

Walter Crober, a fireman, one of the sur-
vivors, said they left Cardiff about 8 o'cléck

on Thursday morning, and about 2 o'clock
encountered rough scas. He was relieved
from his watch below about midnight, and,
with Turner, tried to get on deck. About 4
o’clock they were all summoned from below
to put their lifebelts on, and between 6 and
*7 o'clock they were requested to launch the
port lifechoat.  As they made the first attempt
a wave came and smashed a portion of the
side of the boat. The engincers put a patch
of zinc on the boat, and 15 of them got into
her.  Captain  Anderson, the master, and
others were standing by a dinghy ready to be
launched. They only Tode the waves for 24
minutes before being capsized,  They never
saw the other boat. It could not have been
launched. Out of the 15 men in the boat,
10 or 11 came to the surface, mcluding the
chief engineer. They all clung to the keel
of the upturncd boat, and when they had
becn washed about 250 yards from the: ship
the messroom steward dropped away. Wit
ness saw him giving up, and cried, “ Hold on.”
‘I cabnot, I have cramp,” came the reply.
Before the Arndale could get near them
Clement Busher, one of the crew, said he would
carry a rope to the Arndale by swimming.
‘When he got off, however, a wave turned him

sized, and letting go the rope, he was ‘able
to catch a line thrown from the Arndale. The
captain of the Arndale manceuvred his vessel
to get near them. When they got ncar the
Jacob’s ladder they were hauled on board onc
after the other. This task took them about
onc and a half hours to accomplish. The
last he saw of the deccased man Woodburn
was when he was on the side of the small boat.
Witness was the third man rescued and he
became unconscious after being dragged on
the deck of the Arndale. )

Swam with a Life-Line.

Clement Busher, the young sailor referred
to by the last witfess, said that they had great
difficulty in getting tht boat away from the
side of the Thistlemoor. When he saw therc
was no chance of getting sufficiently near the
Arndale, he jumped into the sca with a line
from the boat in order to try and swim near
enough to the steamer -to” catch any line
thrown from that direction. As he was
lifted on the top of a wave he looked around
and saw that the ship's boat had capsized.
Then he thought his plan useless, and struck
out for himself. He caught a line from the
Arndale, and was hauled on board her an hour
before the whole of the nine men were rescued’
from the water. Woodburn was clingidg to
the upturned boat on the side that was

washed against the steamer, and in that way
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not necessary. It is often an interruption in
the wires. Sometimes we get Bideford Post-
Office at the'same time we want to get Clovelly

You could not get Clovelly ?—No, sir.

Replying to further questions witness said
at six o'clock he called his relief and consulted
about the lights. There were only seven
occupants at Peppeycombe, and he did not
know what good it would have done to have
knocked up civilians; he would only have
been delaying his time at the look-out.

The Coroner: But you had seen all you
wanted to; and ¢ouid not get through on the
telephonc.  Couldn’t you have asked someone
to run and give information ?—-1 know people
are very apt at running.

There are hundreds of men on this shore
who would have run if there were lives to be
saved.-—(Hear, hear).—I ran myself through
water to déliver my message.  You must not
think we are asleep. I oppose that being
said of the look-onit on the coast.

I am not saying anything against you.
But it is said in the papers the coast has no
look-out. I say I was looking out and saw
the flare up.

Yes, you saWw it.- You didn't try to tele
phone back this way ? ~It was no use.

Couldn’t they have sent help from Apple
dore ? I can't see it, «ir,

Witness gadded that when he went off he
lay r]owp with his clothes on, thinking his
relief might report to him, and he should h-~l
on lhv-}i-rt.

Questions were put by the Foreman (Mr.
5. Fulford), as to whether the Appledore
Post-Office was in communication, and Com-
mander Clive said he knew nothing about |
that. The post-office at Barnstaple was on
with Lundy because that was also the tele |
graph scrvice,

Mr. W. H. Friendship {a juror) : to Noaw
Don’t you think it was your duty to have in-
sisted upon some assistance béing sent ?

I cannot give you any decided answer to that.

I ask if it was your duty 7 [t was my duty
to dcliver my méssage.

The Duty of the Coastguard.

Is your station provided with any other
means of communication if the telephone |
fails, such as rockets 7 Yes, I have rockets,

Did you send any up 7 -T don’t know that
it was of any use.

What was the use of people burning flares
if no response was given >—I saw the flares, !

|

first of all. T don't know what distance they
wete, but if they gvere within a mile [ should |
have burned a ‘t‘ﬂc light. |
I take it it is the duty of the coastguard |
or any individual to give some information
which would relieve those sufferers 2—1If 1|
had burmed a blue light, I should only have |
added to their agony., ,
I say Wur‘ duty was to see that assistances!
was sen® to, those shipwrecked crea.ffxres,‘
That eitHer by road or telephone the boat |
should have been warned.—The best thing !
they can do then is to provide me with a |
horse and saddle.
I should have run had I been there.—I |
am a mile from a farmer’s house. 1
Mr. Triendship added that they had had it |

fraom fhe fdveuain Af 4ha 1ifalonns cbme Loa L. |

the lifeboat coming. which was just when the
other vessel had gone down. He was glad
to see the public were taking the matter up,-
for it got to an absolute public scandal to
think that vessel after vessel came down there,
sending up the very best and most approved
signals of distress-—not one or two, or three,
but dozens, and for hours—and nothing came
of them. Theymight just as well carry a
box of sulphur matches on board as carry these
signals if no notice was to be taken of them.
The sailors did not send up these rockets like
a Crystal Palace display for their own amuse-
ment, but to save their lives.  But he thought
it had got to such a pass that the public were
thoroughly roused, and were determined
that something should be done.  They wanted
no more inquiries which led to nothing—they
were sick of red tape inquiries——but he was
pleased to say Mr. Sodres had asked leave to
come there that day, and to render any as

sistance possible in his power.

Royal Commission to be Asked For.

They had already begun to move at Bide-
ford, where a4 movement was on foot for a
very large meeting to bhe held to-day to, ask;
not for a public inquiry, but for a Royal
Commssion.  And when a Royal Commission
wis moved there was generally something at
the end of 1t. There were some influential
concerned when a Royal Commission
gotnto working order.  There would be over
100 members of Parbament invoked, and
every person connected with shipping would
be asked to join in and make their voice heard,
so that something might be donc to get a
proper system of watching on their coast.
(Hear, hear). He hoped everyone there wonld
endeavour tn take up the movement started
at Budeford.  Let them go in their hundreds,
and let their voices be heard this time. [t
was no use gently scratching at the door ;
they must use some harder methods.

The Coroner antimated  that Mr. Soares
would, if the jury wished, assist them in their
nider, and at the jury's desire the hon. member
accompanted them to the retiring-room.

Coastguard Protest.

men

Commander Clive, before the jury retired,
said he understood the Coroner to say the
Phyllis Gray showed signals of distress.
That was never proved. Tt was also stated
by the Coroner that the Madelcine came
ashore without heing seen by the coastguard.
That was not proved.

The Coroner said ke had no inquest in the
case of the Madeleine. ]

Commander Chve: That was stated at
your inquest. She did not come ashore
without being seen, and the Phyllis Gray
was not proved to have shown. signals.

The Coroner : We had it a light was seen.

Cérumander Clive said the Board” of Trade
inquiry showed thelights were those of men
working on the Madeleine. There was so
much fecling being brought up against the
coastguamd on this matter that he must say
what he could for them. N

The Verdict, R
The jury, after a retirement, returned a

x

verdict of ““ Found Drowned,” and the Fore-
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Cole, ]'. Uren and Schilliers. he

A handsome wreath*bore the inscription,
‘“ With deep sympathy and regret, from the
Chairman and Owners of the Albyn Line
(Limited).” and on the graves of the second
engincer and steward were placed beautiful
floral wreaths and crosses with inscriptions
whichread : * To Alf, from his broken-hearted
girl”; * To Alf, from Mr. and Mrs. Parnby
and family ”; ‘““To Alf, with love, from
mother, brothers, and sisters",; and from
Mr. de Leau's family, “ From his sorrowing
and loving wife, Minnie” ; and ‘‘ From
mother and sister, with their deepest love
and sympathy.” On the graves of the other
three men were placed wreaths representing
faith, hope, and charity, and ecach bearing
the inscription : “ With deepest sympathy,”
from relatives and {riends.”

Clergyman’s Appeal.

Standing at the graveside of the three men,
and concluding the solemn ceremony, the
Rev. E. K.Botwood said : We have buried
to-day men who have lost their lives, and
we are bound to say we cannot but believe
that thosec Pves nced not have been lost.
We are face to face with this fact, that there
were watchers placed where they could not
see. We are face to face with the fact that
there 1s a lifeboat over there (indicating with
a sweep of the hand the Appledore lifeboat
house), that in certain gales is practically
useless. We are face to face with rymours
that one of those poor fellows buried the other
side of the Church might possibly have lived
if there had been means to restore himMfnme-
diately he was recovered from the sea. Our
duty, then, is plain. We must insist that
such a thing shall not happen again.  If we
can fix responsibility for the future watching
of the coast, then perhaps these poor fellows
that lic here will not have died in wvain.
By the memory of broken hearted wives, by
the memory of poor fatherless children,
by the words that met my cyes on a wreath
as I passed up the Church—' From a broken-
hearted girl "—by all the sorrow that we feel
because - of those who have passcd away,
let us remember that it is our part and duty
to scc that the present state 8f things be
remedied.

Although the Rev. gertleman’s words but
echo the general sentiment, solemnly uttered
as they were to a congregation of upwards
of two thousand people under such circum-
stances, with the open graves before them
and the scene of the wreck before their cyes,
and the mortuary still filled with dead but
a few yards away, they created a profound
impression.

After the funerals Mr. Wawn, ‘who is on his
way abroad, thanked the people of Northam
and neighbourhood thraugh the Vicar for
their sympathy and kindness to all who had
suffered by the disaster. The funerals were
carried out by the Albyn Line.

The funerals of a further eight victims of
the Thistlemor disaster took place at Northam
on Thursday, and were marked by a renewed
expression of sympathy by the inhabitiants.
The impressive service was conducted. by the

runerar o1 v

The funeral of the C
mor, Mr. J. Anderso
washed up on Saunton
Wednesday a$ Braunto
were enclosed in a ha
coffin, with Dbrass mou
in the churchyard. T)
(Rev. E. R. Gatto) off
which was of a simple c
by a large number of
principal mourner was
s.s. Thistlemor, who r¢
and the survivors of th
widow, who was too ¢
to attend, and there w
side practically the who
who were at home, in
Clark, Heath, F. Dr
Draxe, J. Ayrer, J. W
Chichester, Drake (Wra
pitt, Manaton, &c.
inscribed :(—“ J.  W.
drowned in Barnstaple
1909, aged 41 years.

The following is a lis
“ To my darling husbar
wife " (this being. a be
dove attached); “ To
his sorrowing children—
Jackie and Winnie " ;
pathy, from the Chairm
stcamship Thistlemor ’
sailors who do business «
“ With our heartfelt
school children of Br:
of sympathy and deep r
of Wrafton " ; ““ With «
all the sailors of Braur
sympathy, from Mr. Joh
deepest sympathy, fro:
Braunton (per J. Y.
deepest sympathy, fron
“ With deepest sympa-
combe, and many indivi
flowers.

Officer’s Bodj

The body of Mr. T.
officers of the Thistleme
Northam to St. Hele
burial on Wednesday,
(brother) and Mr. Joha
taking charge of the rc
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COAST WATCHING.

CONDIENMNS

JURY

THI

CORONER’S COMMENTS.

A second inegp
from the foundering >
held at Nor um, i the Work
v M Geo.W. T Brown  North Devon Corones
The irquiry was attended by Mr. I [, Se:
member for the

Division : Commander Clive,

in charge of the Coast rd of the district
Lfracombe Preb. M Iimond Churet
ward, Vica Mr. W, Clerk to

Northam Urbun Councail), and the
mated that he should have additional
dence as the coastguard on dy
had been called.  Local inte
aster was mamtained, and there 3
mariners present. The inqguest was on the
bodies of Arthur Carr, third engineer ;
Wm. Smith, apprentice ; I,
man, and \W. Barney.
Blue Flares Noticed.

Coastguard Thomas Noaw, stationed at
Peppercombe, was first called, and said he
went on duty at 12 o'clock on Thursday night.
Nothing was reported to him then, and he
was on duty until 6 on Friday morning.
During the night he saw signals, but not
recognised signals of distress.

The Cororer : What signals did you see 7—
A flare, the colour of 2 coastguards’ blue light.

Samartina, hire

He did not ring
e did not t ¢

1

t a flare for
SISy some
place vessels

whose bhoats would be
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A VILLAGE OF MOURNING.

"

FUNERALS AT

EEN NORTHAM

IMPRESSIVE SCENES.

brrs from the
Church, where

burral service was im-
nducted by the Viegr (the Rev.

T Dimond-Churchward), assisted

y - F. Anderson (Westward Ho )
and E. K. Botwopd (Vicar of St.
Mark oria Park, London).

P

bodies were enclosed in cotfins of pitch-
:,with cak mouldings and brass mountings,

to their resting ’place by
Littlejohns, Friendship, Broor

charge at Westward Ho!), and Rev. E. K.
Botwood (London). The coffins, covered

with flags, on which were placed wreaths
sent by the relatives the owners of the vessel,
and local sympathisers, were placed along the
two aisles of the church. Several relatives
of the deceased were present, including
Capt. W. Carr (Sunderland), father of the late
third engineer; Mrs. Mr., and Miss Smith
(London), mother, brother and sister of the
de sedd apprentice; Mr. R. R. Foster
(Sunderland), and Mr. A. Lewis (Gosforth),
brother and brother-in-law of the late chief
offjcer Mrs. Nicholson, aunt of the late
tourth engineer, and a cousin ;  Mr. J. Lee,
father of one of the sailors; and Captain J.
g ting the owners and survivors.
The bod } were buried in two graves,
in what ow nas the “sailors’ corner,” of
the graveyard, which overlooks Barnstaple

Yeo, rey

Bay, and i which there are gravestones re-
cording many sca tragedies, were those of
Chiet Officer T. Foster, Third Engincer A.
Carr, Fourth Engincer P. Nicholson, C

Kyellin {carpenter),” J. Lee, W, Varty, G. R.

Smith (apprentice) and F. Samartina.
At the grave side the service was taken part
in by the Vicar and Rev. K. Botwood,

and there was hardly a dry eye amongst the
multituele present when the Vicar concluded
the  touching remony  with  the words

[ pray the God of all mercy and love,
to comfort and cheer whe have
been bfgaved by the loss of those whom
we have lain in their graves to-day.”

those

ong the many wreaths sent were those
from Capt. A. Haig, Sunderland, Mother and
Dick, Maud and Alf., “ EHis Broken-hearted
sweetheart, Hannah" Gerty and Tom, *“ Kind
remembrance from an old friend,” Ralph and
Flossic, Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Lander (Sunder-
landj, " With deepest sympathy from Ethel
and Charley Kenhy ¥ (Gosforth), Mr. and
Mrs. Hope and fafily (Sunderland), which
were placed on the coffin of the deccased T.
Foster ;" To Arthur, with deepest sympathy,
from Mr. and Mrs. Hodgson and family,” “ Ta
Arthur, with deepest sygmpathy, from mother '
father and brothers;” which were placed on
the late A. Carr’s coffin.  Among other wreaths
besides those of the owners of the line! on
whose behalf a wreath was placed oh each
coffin, were many from relatives of the de-
ceased sailors, Mr. and Mrs. Benrett, of
Grange Crescent, and ‘* With deepest sym-

pathy,« from a‘ friend at Appledore.”’—The
puncrals were carried out by local undertakers.
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